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ARMENIAN SOURCES ON SASANIAN ADMINISTRATION 


RÉSUMÉ 


Peu de renseignements sur l'administration sassanide 
ont réussi à percer Pantagonisme envers tout aspect 
iranien de leur pays des sources arméniennes 
contemporaines qui ne concernent que les derniers 
siècles de ta dynastie sassanide À partir du cinquième 
siècle, date de la création de Valphabet arménien. 
L'information qui nous est parvenue concerne 
l'administration provinciale plutôt que ta structure 
centrale de l'Émpire, exception faite de la mention, mais 
non de la description, des titres. de bon nombre de 
charges. Les renseignements les plus utiles et amples que 
l’on puisse tirer des sources, à part la confirmation que 
l'Arménie faisait partie de l'Empire sassanide durant la 
période de cette dynastie, touche l’importance du rôle de 
la cavalerie arménienne dans la défense de l'Empire 
perse, surtout en Orient, et la juridiction ainsi que les 
pouvoirs des divers marzpan ou gouverneurs/vice-rois 
sassanides. . 


The close relationship between the main portion 
of the Arsacid kingdom of Greater Armenia, 
known as Persarmenia after the partition of this 
realm between Byzantium and the Sasanians 
ca.387, should reasonably lead scholars to expect 
that considerable information concerning Sasanian 
administration can be found in its written and even 
visual sources, And. indeed, early Christian 
Armenian society is unquestionably pérmeated 
with Iranian institutions and ideology, as I have 


had the occasion to discuss elsewhere.! 
Unfortunately, the overwhelming antagonism to all 
things Persian displayed by the earliest Armenian ` 
literature composed in the generation following the 
historic defeat of the great Armenian revolt of 450- 
451 against the Sasanian attempt to re-impose 
Zoroastrianism on an already Christian nation, 
resulted in the negation and obliteration of 
Armenia’s Iranian contacts and past by almost all 
the early native writers.? As a result disappoin- 
tingly few precisions concerning the administrative 
institutions of the Sasanian empire are to be found 
in the contemporary Armenian sources. What little 
can be found, understandably concerns the external 
administration’ of Iranian subject lands, and 
Persarmenia in particular, with occasional 
references to the ajacent lands of Iberia, Caucasian 
Albania and Azerbaijan rather than to internal 
Sasanian institutions except in cases of familiarity 
with administrative terminology and titles. 

It is not the purpose of the present survey to 
repeat parallels between the two lands or such 
generalities as have been discussed elsewhere,? nor 
to discuss the Iranian institutions themselves. 
Rather, the intention here is to interpret the terms 
“administrative institutions” in its narrower sense. 
Furthermore, the information to be considered will 
be drawn exclusively from the pertinent 
contemporary Armenian narrative sources: The 





l For the institutions see primarily, Garsoïan 1976, 
On the ideological aspects, see aiso Fad. 1981 and Ead. 
1982. 

à inter alia, Ead, 1999, p. xi-xii, 

3 See above n. 1, also Garsoïan . 1984-1985, Ead. 
1988-1989, etc. 
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- Epic ‘Histories (Buzandaran), the Histories of — 


Lazar P‘arpec‘i and Eti8é for the mid- and Pseudo- 
Sebéos and Movsés Katankatuac‘i or Dasyuranc‘i 


.. for the later Sasanian’ period. In addition to 
. « narrative historical texts, works such as the 


= N§anagir attributed to Eznik or the Narratio de 


rebus Armeniae; and such documents as the VIlth 
century Geography (Asyarhac‘oyc), or the . 


compilations of official Armenian ecclesiastical 
correspondence known as the Book of Letters 
` (Girk‘ T‘tt‘oc‘), and the Armenian Book of Canons 
(Kanonagirk‘  Hayoc‘) contain occasional 
references. Later works will be largely disregarded 


as probably less well informed and consequently -. -. 
_ less accurate or else contaminated by + ae 
` information.* 


The earliest original Armenian sources are 
generally disappointing. The Greek version of the 


Cycle attributed to the anonymous Armenian’ | a 


‘author to whom the Greek identity Agat‘angetos 


“The bearer of good tidings” has been given is... 


prefaced by a brief portion. of the Karnamag i 


-. Ardasir5 However neither the body of the 
=. Armenian text, which does not contain. this 


prologue, nor. the lengthy Teaching of Saint 
Gregory, which it incorporates although it is 


missing from all other versions, is of little use for : . 





* 4 See the full references in the Bibliography. The ` 


=" History attributed to Movsés Xorenac‘i has beer omitted 


` since it has already been treated elsewhere, Gignoux 


… 1999 and Traina 2007 and because this author together 
. with a vast majority of her European colleagues does not 
consider it a work of the Vth but rather of the late VITIth 

~ century and consequently not a contemporary one for the 
Sasanian period. See on this vexata quaestio, Garsoïan 
2003-2004, Likewise, the History. lang attributed - to 
Zenob Glak and Yovhannés Mamikonean has not been 


! considered, since it has now been demonstrated to have — 


“. been a Xth century forgery. See Avdoyan 1993. 
No Armenian sources exist for the early Sasanian 


` period, since the Armenian alphabet does not antedate.. 


. the first years of the Vth century and original literature, 


as against scriptural translations, does not appear, with . 


the one exception of Koriwn’s Life of Maštoc'; before 
the latter part of the same century. 


- The system of Armenian transliteration used in the 


. text of this article is the scholarly Hübschmann-Meillet- 
Benveniste system adopted by the Revue des études 


arméniennes, but, because of the variety of trans- `. 


literation systems, no attempt has been made.to impose 


uniformity on the citations from translations and the -` 


system adopted by the translator has been respected. - 
$ Ag 82-9a, p. 173-177. : 


. Armenia, whom he honored . 


| o our purpose bere: The most important information 
- to be drawn from the historical portion of this 


Cycle is that during the period of. the Arsacid ° 
dynasty in Armenia, “whoever, was king. of 
Armenia. had second rank in the- Persian 


- kingdom”. An affirmation which seems partially : 2 
` confirmed in the ‘subsequent Epic Histories, 


“Sapuh king of Persia invited Argak king of 
. with full royal 
pomp. He treated him as a brother like a son and 
gave him the second domain in the realm of 
Atrpatakan. “7 An assertion which is reiterated. in 


"the case of the future regicide Anak, “I shall call 
: you second to mẹ”. Although in this case this 


dignity seems to have been in the gift of the ruler 


_Yather than a hereditary prerogative.? Other than 
- this, the most that can be gathered is that in 


important : circumstances the king of kings 


summoned an advisory council of the greatest ~— 


magnates of his realm,!° and that“... the Persian 





6 Aa, xviii, p. 34/5, p: 133, aan]: puqunpå 
Aung, — ap Ep tpypapy nbpmphwtt Mupuhg, qh. 


-np ugg pwgwtop bp' Gu kp: bphpapy Awpuhig 


nkpnrp bwh.” 
7 BP, IV, xvi, “ynskp un para Guiynth apfuya 


. Gopubg qpuquenpô tung qhpzw4, L d'bèmphguir 
-an withiujgG uvhémphotp puquinpniphubés Geo © 


bpph qhypwyp mpyku qopyh qpqtut bk b adult, 


u Gplpeppmyul quhè und wwjp. Gifu 
- pepe wofuwbpG:” = BP-G, p. 146. 


8 Aa, xxvi, p. 44/5, “u tpypnpy pd Ynsbgbg:” Cf. 
ibid, xxiv, p. 43/4, “he promised to elevate him to second 
rank in his kingdom. … Only 1 and my throne will ‘be 
above him.” Cf. Ps.S, x, p. 73 = Ps.S -T, p. 14. In this 
period the tide apparently existed in Arsacid Armenia as. 
well, bid., xxx, p. 46/7 “Ukpy’ ppph Wuku pa 


(uig) + quyi (ikGuy) .. wuyjp Gila quupr n 


But Gunnigmékn qûw bplpnpn upon ; 
paquinporp bud”, but the separation between the two : 
realms is kept clear by the context. See above n. 6, 8, 


. and Garsoïan 1981, p. 38-49. 


9 See Garsoian. 1976, p. 10-11 n. 28. Benveniste 


"1967, p. 51-65. In order to keep this survey within a 


reasonable length, the secondary literature will be 
referred to but not discussed and some quotations from 
the original sources given in these secondary studies 


. have not been repeated. However, because of the 
difficult linguistic and physical access to the Armenian 


originals, translations have been given throughout. . 


- 10 Aa, xxiv-xxv, p. 42/3. Other Armenian sources are = ` 


likewise aware of the Persian royal council, and that in 


critical moments it even designated the new ruler, EP", 
oe Ixxxvii, p. 157 = LP‘-T, p. 217, “... There gathered 


. the surviving Aryan nobles .. - They took counsel as 
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king ... had ditches dug to fix the frontier,” with ` 


the Byzantine empire.'! Neither does the Life of 
Maitoc' by his disciple Koriwn composed just 
before the middle of the Vth century provide 
pertinent information on the subject of 


 administration.!2, It is only from the narrative —. 
historical sources dating from the very end of the |. 


Vth and the beginning of the Vith centuries ‘that 
. some familiarity begins to appear. | 

At no time do these or any subsequent works 
provide explicit information .on whether 
_Persarmenia was considered to. have formed an 
intrinsic part of Erānšahr or whether it belonged 
among the conquered lands of the empire.!5 On a 
more practical basis, however, the Epic Histories 


of the late Vth century repeatedly specify that . 
before the end of the Arsacid dynasty in Armenia, _ 


the border between Armenia and the Persian 


empire, or more specifically Atrpatakan lay at or. 


néar the city of Ganjak of Atrpatakan,'* By the 
Vilth century, however, The Armenian Geography 
(Asyarhac ‘oyc') unmistakeably . places the three 
Caucasian regions: “Armenia, Iberia and Caucasian 





to whom they could propose’ as worthy of the throne. E 


After considering this for matter for several days, they 
unanimously settled on Valarš [… dannudtku 


 Gugnpaë Uphug wiwquwingt,.tnpbaipn h wWks 


wnbwp pk qn? ‘wpduih  puquinpnphui 


Gd'ufbgnigult _yupmughd. bepblouy quyu h 7 


puqnill winipu huununthi dhwupuñniptuudp 


qhnuû p dbpuy Yuqwpym …”, but they give no 


details as to its composition beyond the fact the it had a 
secretary. See Ibid., I, Ixxxix, xc, p. 160, 162, 163 = 
220, 222-223, 298, “xorhrdean dpir.” See below n. 58. 


. 11 Aa, xxxvi, p. S0/1, “p umbitunfu 6mümg: hte. 
' nhwgnigbu]" umbifmGu kwununkht.” 
| gargbury Pb 


12 There is nothing pertinent in the treatise De Deo of 


Eznik, but one useful reference is to be found, as we 


' “shall see n, 88d, in the NSanagir attributed to this author. 


13 See on this subject, Garsoian 1981, p. 31-35, Ead. 
1976, p. 6-8 and the next note, 
-. 14 BP, II, vii, p. 27 = BP-G, p. 74, “Ganjak [which 
- is] the border. of Atrpatakan th Fullduh umhfwiu 
unpaunukwf}”, Ibid., V, i, p. 193 = p, 186; “to the 


border at Ganjak of .Atrpatakan Ethôsh b pam p. 


vuhtwhul h Fuldmk Unpymuwh wip)”; Ibid., V, iv, 


p- 193 = p. 203, “Ganjak of Atrpatakan on the borders of | - à 


Kinema ERN p uléuk Junpquuutiué 


uhvtuGu 2mjag]”; Ibid., vi, p. 208 = p. 196, “Ganjak, … 


-which marked the frontier between Persia and Armenia 
{Pr Fuldwh’ np Ep umbduf pig Qupu L pin 


dmyja]”; Ibid., xxxiv, p.238 = p. 215, “as far as the - 


border of the land at Ganjak which is on the Persian side. 
[fbôsu p twhawh uwhvwG bphhpé, np Tupebs 
. Yneuk Em Eu uuhfwi th ti 


_VUpgnpbwy ap E kapait ea 


Umuman phpuôg … 


Albania within the “Northern Quarter” of the 

Persian Empire! to which it assigns four 
quarters,!® thereby confirming the long disputed 
division of the later Sasanian Empire into four. 
quarters, a division now born out by the seals 


- published by Rika Gyselen.!” In addition to their 
_ identification of the three main Caucasian realms, . 
we can glimpse at least by implication through | — 


references in the Armenian sources, that Persian 
provincial administration, at least in Armenia after 
the end of the Arsacid dynasty, seems to have dealt 
not only with the broader regions but at times with 
relatively smaller subdivisions. Thus we find 


‘references to the presence in Armenia of an auditor —_. 
‘| of Vaspurakan!® and to the cavalry of Siwnik‘.!? . : 
. Officials were also sent to command armies `; . 
outside their own jurisdiction, as was the kan- 

. derjapet (anderjapet) or “counsellor” of Sakastan, 


sent by Sahpuh. Il. Against the Armenian king 


` ArSak.2 - 


Whatever the precise status of their country vis- 
à-vis the Persian empire, however, there can be no 


- doubt that the Persarmenians considered. them- 





15 Ady, p. 72, “K‘usti Kapkoh, i.e. the ‘region ‘of the 
Caucasus . Mountain’ in which there are thirteen 
provinces: Atrpatakan; Arman [i.e.] Armenia ; Varjan, i.e, 
Iberia; Ran, i.e., Albania...” = A&y- Soukry 1881, p- 40, . 


“Rorunh muah, np k 4nd hwrhwun jhpulig, `- 


paw bG wzjvwph bphfuwuut. ne i 


“Up (np Ł ) huge, Tappat ap t dbp, fh * 
E Unniwif .. 
-46 AŠ% p- D, “The nca country is Persia. 


Persia is divided into four parts as follows: K‘usti, 


Xorharan, i.e. the Western Region … K‘usti Nmroj, ie. 


the Meridional Region .... K‘usti Xorasan, ‘i.e. the 
Eastern Region, .., K‘usti Kapkoh. i.e. the region of the 
Caucasus Mountain ...” = Soukry 1881, p.40, “hi. 
Ugwwph upuhg: Swpupg wzpwph pêr: gnpu 
pudwih wjugku. fmunp Papouwl [sic] np k 
ynni mphifubu; … Pacunp ‘nny, np E yandi 
-friuukh Papwuul, apt | 
Yana wpkbppg + ‘Foun Seuhah, np k wn, 


17 Gyselen 2001. 


18 See below n. 39. The presence ‘of a sepie E 


administration for Vaspurakan is corroborated by the 
attested existence of a wäspuhragän -framadar, see 
Gyselen 1989, p. 35, 145; Ead. 2002, p, 78, 119. ; 
`. “énnndbmg pmgwinpl Gwynth qqopu` hipi + 

Vuhunwi winbpawybn qgopuqginhs ‘Ungut Bym, - 


bunugh@ ghwjpG h UnnquiuGu ang. -e ‘pô . 
| puquinporphwhi wng a =BPG, p. 165, `. 


19 See below n. 44. 
. 20 BP, IV, xiv, p. 163 


x 
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"selves the vassals of tie king of kings, who 
removed the last native _Arsacid king, 4 and 





21 The Sasanian king’s prerogative of crowning the 
king of Armenia, even though the latter was a member of. 
the Parthian Arsacid house, is recorded as early as the 
IVth century in the Epic Histories, BP, IV, i, p. 75 = BP- 


G, . p 107, “pugquunpi Mupuhg vbpubth . 
puquenphyng qUnouk upyp Shnuüuy [Nerseh king . 
of Persia crowned as king, Arëak the son of Tiran].” In 
general, after the partition of the Armenian kingdom the. 


Sasanian king designated the Armenian ruler whether 


the latter was an Arsacid as before, or a Sasanian. See’ 


EP‘, I, vi, p. 8=EP*-T, p. 41 “.. Gwpownwpfé 2uyng 
wpfuhé Gaubg’ pinpthG biphubg puquinp pun 
pap Gupip YepgpG yaqgki Upowhnidtimg tr 


… wpfuyhG Gupmpg Guyhoay Yuunwplu, ghujgniwdu | 
ngu’ 2fnphtp Gngw puquinp =- mggkG 


` Upgmkncitwg [the Armenian princes from the Persian 
Sector went and sougtht a king for themselves from the 


Arsacid family according to their original ancestral : 


custom. The Persian king Sapuh fulfilled their request 


and gave them a king... from the Arsacid family.]” But _ | 


subsequently, LP‘, 1, ix, p.12, “Guraynui 
dandunquhh = fbpdbw,  pékblagn  qnunni 


 Showuborpbat pipny puguinpniphuG” = LP*-T, 
p. 46. The Sasanians” attempt to impose a prince from - 


their own house on Armenia proved unsuccessful, /bid., 


I, xii, p. 18 = EP‘ -T, p. 52, “br ny Yudüghuut Buqbpuh f 


. puquinpihgnigwGly h qhpwj wppwphþu éwmyng 
Joqgti UpgwynrGhug’ pwquinpbgnigwotp h Jupuy 
ungu qhip qnpypa, apni wink Ep Guynach [Since 
Yazkert. did: not wish to allow any member of the 
` Arsacid family to rule over Armenia, he appointed as 
king over them his own son, who was called Sapuh}”, 


but the new king proved unacceptable and was soon -` 


murdered, although his brother Viam had been king of 
Kirman before ascending the throne of the king of kings 


and in the Trd century Nerseh had ruled Armenia . 
before becoming king of Persia, Paikuli $18-19, 3.1, : 


p. 34-35, “May the King of Kings graciously move from 
` Armenia hither to’ EranSahr... We moved from Armenia 
towards EranSahr.” However, .soon thereafter, the 
Armenian princes themselves “decided to remove the 
monarchy from the Arsacid family .. 


while to be our governor’ [q°h pu lu wbway t 
` pugan. wy pom wyupuph pom dudwiwhp 
bhw, dbpubugne jhgh daq”. and “dawd 

hpnmfwâ muaz yunqfjunwhh h pwg wnfiny 


qpuquinpaippiGG pUpmugkuk. pln @ulpG b qhari 


. yupagbhauml wd Bwjifhbwk :  punéuwr 
peguiapncp pd Juqqti Upoukmätug p Jhgbpnpn 
- with Upuuwupkuh, [Viam ... ordered that Artasës should 
be deprived of his throne, and likewise Sahak of the 
domain of the Catholicos... Thus the Arsacid family was 


dispossessed of the kingdom in the sixth year of’ 


Artaëes]”, Ibid, I, xiv, p. 24-25 = LP-T, p. 59-60. The 


same arbitrary dismissal of the Armenian katholikos by |. .: 


the Persian King is noted in the later case of Giwt, LP*, 


~ p; JPEG mopu dunwhniphiüt … 
Guhu” pwjg h qupiny hupanbhounpbhwn hinh. 


. ‘What further | 
‘need is there for a king ? Let a Persian prince come for a: 


" anbuntphré 
. Upbwg Wù wihuphug 


intervened. in. matters: of hierarchical precedence, 


‘though often merely to ‘confirm the existing 
` pattern, not only in ‘secular affairs?? but in. 


ecclesiastical matters, where he did not hesitate to . 
exile the legitimate patriarch and replace him with 
his own appointees, an interference fully accepted. 
by the local nobility. All Armenian. conciliar. . 
documents postdating the Arsacid dynasty. are 


. - invariably dated according to the regnal year of the 
king of kings.** Again and again the Armenians 


reiterate their loyalty to him; 

“They replied in unison: ‘The plan and 
purpose of your command are clear to all 
Aryans and non-Aryans... We recognize 
you as king — as do all, so do we even more. 

_ You have authority similar to God’s over us 
and every man in your realm to take or 
spare his life””.25 


<. Even in 449, on the eve > of the great rebellion, 
the council of Artašat citing the words of Saint | 
Paul on the obedience due to earthly lords (Eph. . 

6:5, Cok. 3:22, cf. 1 Pet 2:17) is purported to have 


_ answered to the messenger of the Persian king: 


“According to our best ability we revere: 

© first the command of our religion, and then 

. your (Yazkert II’s) great empire, not merely 
` with the fear of. men ... but with true 
: willingness and. readiness to fulfil in 
everything your desire and command, and 


II, liv, p. 114-115 “WhGsk gaye fn qhppwGmiphidy > 


mnuêg bd hbpovwdp gaybuy E u dunwy dup py. 
bG, npng faq qmjuypup fbds qnpè mnik k, U ny -- 
-~ Guw’g mp L 


bu, U yk far [Until now you have held your position. 


`- without my permission, it is my servants who have given 


you such a great charge, and you have no confirmation 
from me, ... ... Live wherever you wish; but you are: 
deposed from the rank of Catholicos, which is yours no | 
more.]” = LP‘-T, p. 168. : 

22 See preceding note and below, p. 80. 

23 Garsoïan 1999, p. 58-65 

4 Ead. 1999, p. 55-57. Similarly, Koriwn, xxix, 
p. 100 notes that the “Armenian alphabet was created in- 


‘the eighth year of Jazdegerd [1].” 


Ep IL xxvi, p. 48, “Gr üngu wuunuaulubñh 
apuphu; fhupuË, mumgh6, hpk “Vi bpuduühn 
u ghubymiphil … Jap k wifhGw jf 
Waf qébg pwquinnp > 
ghubdf, nopytu. wtbfbgniig’ weak; bu dip 
bohbuGncphiB nhu Oud Uunnrdny h qopwy Php 


“bh udhu d'upqn np E b puss ie das fou: 
rar u APRES 
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not only to serve you with the tribute of 


- money, but also to shed on your behalf our - 


+ own blood and that of our sons. ... But...:it 


‘is impossible for us, who from the ‘beginning’ 


have been instructed and confirmed in this 
religion (Christianity). to obey and. accept 


such command as yours (to accept ` ` 


Zoroastrianism).”%6 


As is evident from this. passage, however, 


. obedience was not altogether unconditional, since 
‘it clearly depended on the continuation of Persian 


recognition and respect of the Armenian ancient . 
traditions or: 6rénk*, ‘most particularly of their - 


religion: ; 
“We shall de ÿou as did our 


ancestors... on these three conditions... If 


` the Persians agree... we shall serve them as 
true and loyal servants... But if they do not 


agree and are obstinate, we shall abandon — 
our country, perish, and die joyfully, rather 


than do obedience to the Persians.. The first, 
. the most important and necessary, is this 
fundamental request: that you permit us our. 


"patrimonial ‘ and natural religion, 


(ôrênk‘)..."27 





26 EP°, I, xxiv, p. 45 = EP“T, p. 82-83, “... L Jap 


- fun kuph qopnipbwi vbpny bpYnighm) Gump h 
hpuduGt ophôug vbpng u wyw. h dbp L vhs 


‘puquinpnrphity, bybwy p dnp’ ny hwj pum . 


bphbenb Ywpghwb, my ute pu U 
ja¢upmiphudp yofkiuip qatp ymru b qhpmimû 
: Qunupty Lb dunwyb) dbq ny vipa Yupmurny 
supnrif, wy u quphi@ médwég d'hpng l npying h 
Ybpwy dbp nôby: Pwjg :- mGhfiup t op h pak 
niukw,) bff k huunuantw, jontôu yoy wiuw 
wyqahoh hpufaGh u burwiby.” 
7 EPS M, Ixxxix, p. 161 = LP*-T, p. 221, “.. pulp 
- @bpny jubd? npwtu L Bupüh?fl bp pom... quyu 
bphu püupnephiôu fonphbuy Uquf . bpk jwhab 
wngh@  Qupuhhf ponugmguib, hq quju … 
dunuwjhugnif Gngu ‘apiyku qpG&py i qhucuwmuphi 
dunwju, bk pk ny hourwipl julèê wnfiny, U 


pounwinG bygnf pun w2pmph LU, hnphgmf lL 
- . uly mp hop fingaf, wji Tapukh und tplbp as 


yuggnrfs 


yuplnp W yhpumGp.. hpk qhwypt8h bk. qpipy opttu 
düp p dhq ponncf!” Cf. Ibid., II, xxvi, p. 49 = p. 87, 


“Sjuunwl bk ghywmukappel, qap ôwnujhg : 


yupa b, oun hipbuGg mbwpui U un puquinpul 


F int] - » p dup wuku tnbm plait wGdpfu … b du 
> dbpuy Uphug nhun k h ybpwy Uphug wghmphh , 
Ce k b Jup Lo à Awg qophôu, ae Aes. x 


IVth century: 


be t tpl m Guj u wnwpha Nighpe wya | 


As token of its vassal status, Armenia regularly 
paid certain taxes (harkk‘) to the Sasanian treasury. 
The earliest reference to such taxes comes from the 
Epic Histories according to ie at the end of the 


“Queen Zarmanduyt and the sparapet... 
handed the realm of Armenia to the Surén 
and submitted to the commands of the king . 
.of Persia. And it was laid down that the king 
of Persia should be given tribute (harkk')... 
Likewise to the marzpan. Surén has and 
košik as well as the necessary. maintenance 
(focik),, and supplies and food for ten 
. -thousand men,,.”28 
- After the great Armenian revolt of the mid Vth 
century, the Persian governor “held a council as tò ` 
.. how to submit Armenia to their will and impose - 
tribute.”?? These taxes were usually directed to the- 





“ Uuuinidny p dablnephêt but panay bl pan, : 


bpypinh vupqny tpnpowdwhby’ st hüwp: [I (Vardan 
Mamikonean) have decided to wear myseif out on behalf 


3 of the lord of the Aryans and the land of the Aryans. But : 7 
` the religion which I have learned from God from my: ' 


childhood it is impossible to abandon for fear of a 
man]”, also /bid., Introduction, p. 27-29, and cf. E, p. 28- 
29, 41 = ET, p:83, 92 “h GujuGbug mGpitf 
unjapniphrd | wunniwðwnnip | quunthpufus | 
wnopu mnGbhy h dhpuj hhiwg puquinph, U mia 
wfdpnyp poinph,. jlkumnidny fuui bpw : 


… dœduGubug yapu, gh pwnquqgmphafp jupbugk 


quhtqbpulme hvuinphuün, qap wiwika, k 
mu Junonia, + Aug fmu onhGmgG thpng + … 


. (41) qh ni$ bpt pin -upyay b mijn burmang | 
' dbpag,, = wj wliniénphatp piy Vunniðnj; 


npauf sh? bGwup fuut k h pug hulk. [From our 
ancestors’ we have regained the divinely instituted. 
custom of praying for the life of the king and ceaselessly 
requesting of God for long life for him, so that he may. : 
rule in peace his universal empire, which has been 


. entrusted to him by God’... But as for our religion ... 


...(92) the covenant of our faith is not with a man ... but 


. it is indissolubly with God - from whom it is impossible . 


to be divided or separated...].” Also Ibid., p. 45 = p. 97 


-and p. 163 =p. 202. 


28 BP, V, xxxviii, p. 249 = BP-G, p. 222. “ahihi 


Supdufnqnion b uympuyhint ne SwypO quobunhé 


4wyng b ábnü Uncphdw), L büwquénthä hhudubag 


puquinphä Mu puhg- u Gupgth& pwquinphl - - 


Guapuhg ju2bunhtG 2ujng qhuphn’ may … Unjüyku 


LL  dupquwbh Unipbôwy hwuu LL ynzhku ue 


quhunqu qnaëhlk. unjigku k … qupfufi L 


: bpwknipu pun whunghgh:” Cf. Ibid. P. 530-532, 
539, 555 s.n: for has and košik. 


-29 EPs IE, xlij, p. 75 = LPT, p. 119, “bophnpn b . 
dhg unbmy , pÈ npyku … pipnôb} puin hutwg L 
huphwapmphod Yugnigwik; quojuuphu Lujng:” 
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Persian treasury”, and are said to have increased 


. by the time of the great Armenian rebellion. 


According to Elise, “Indeed the amount of revenue 
and dues and all other taxes (mutk‘, sakk‘ and other 
` harkk'} of the country going to the court was 
greater than in the time of his father” 3! though his 


‘account is undoubtedly tinged with exaggeration, : : | 
especially since he himself admits that this taxation | ~ 


did not arouse opposition: 
“Third: he increased the tax burden on 
‘ the country. ... 


twice as much. Likewise they taxed both 


bishops and priests not merely of inhabited - 
lands but also of desolate areas. So who 


indeed could describe the severity of dues 
- (mutk‘) and. taxes (sakk'), excises (bak‘) and 
- levies (hask‘).on the mountains and plains 
and. forests? They did not act in accordance 


with royal dignity but raided like brigands.... 


Likewise on the holy church, which was 


free in Christ from the beginning according 


to the custom of our. ancestors, you also 
imposed G taxes,””32 





DE, p6 = E:T,. p.60, “qin a ee 
Tupulug tppwyp {the tribute (ganj) went to the Persian . 


court...].” 
` 31E, p.45 = E-F, p. 97, “bu quinbg L eee 
ap wy, bu b hunluwg wmphha, puqi'ugn pô Pudi 


‘un bupplû Gnpu bppwyp jup£fntfpu.” See also next 


note: 
32E, p. 22-23 = E-T, p.76-77, “tppnpn, qhwph 
_wzpuphph unmiby Swipwgnjyg + fufigh niuunkh 
wpduû Ep wnêny bwphin qubbyuduae guuh, bp hha 
wnn hi, Gajd@yku ù bubukngnumug Uù byhguilig 
neth, ny hui 2hGug, wy k wrhpmyug: Yw pio 
a] huy hupt ywnth, Ywub subpoiphwl duhg l 


uubhg, pudhg U puhhg. ybpulg quouuig Ù 


Mwjphulg : Ag pun wpfaiüh wnéwfimnpniptult 


wnGntph, wy hbüwpup juhouubhind . Ibid. p. 46 a 


` =97, “ww uù h uncpp bybqbging, np tp wquu h 


Fphunnu pun twpgh Gufuñtrus gl dbpag h vhqpuk, 


yat pin hwpyme bybp.” See also MK, H, xvi, p. 166- 
167 = MK-D, p.104 “tphpapy wth Upuwoph 


opyiny Gurwmw), Jupuhg wafwyh, … bw U quliga 
Yuiunwg u qhapppdktgu adnpunrp bub fhowilhs . 


‘.qhtawg@ Unipuy u Vjiuupuu] quifkGwji phe 
yquhoGetp, L qgnhapufduqué pun undJanniphul 
 w?hwphugnhé Qupuhg. paquenpniphult: [In the 
Second year of Artaëir, son of Kawat, king of Persia. . 

He exacted heavy tribute from the merchants and the 


` fishers of the ‘great rivers: Kur and Araxes, and ` 


For where it was suitable to - 
take up to a hundred dahekan, they took ©" 


op gupfnGful kppwyjp 


Though often punitive in subject lands, taxes 


were presumably also collected within the Persian — 


Empire.*4 They could be lightened or altogether - 


- remitted according to the king’s will. We have no ` 


information as to the time they came due but EHSE, 





didrachms in-accordance with the cadastre (akyarhagir) 
of the Persian kingdom J.” wes 

33 BP, IV, xvii, p.135 = O BP-G, p- 148, “muah ` 
wpfuf fphþunnikmphukt hwrwung huphof Uu 
uÉugtu ynof Gantp qainum … [King apuh raised a 


: great persecution against the Christian faith. He 


oppressed them with taxes and all sorts of vexations].”. 
See above n. 26 for the Armenian council’s willingness 


: to pay the Persian taxes and n. 35, for the punishment of 


Vasak Siwni. : 
MEP, H, xxi, p.42 = EPST, p. 79, a qm fn . 


` , gnhhgi L huplug hazp whdpi oiGpu qh ogmbughu 


[you (the king) are busied with your profits and taxes to : 


. benefit therefrom].” ` 


: 35E, p.70 = ET, p.121, “bpt yudof jobat . 
unint qopub, uwunqhu U ywmþhru quuût£ h 
Gdubûk, U paqniphil huphugl junhurfiniuu tbgh 
ébq [‘If you willingly accept his (the king’s) religion, © 


_ you will receive gifts and honors from him and you will. . 
gain: relief of taxes from the treasury’].” Ibid., p.85 = | 


p. 137, “br qghuuku; nn6hlu@ buwpgkp. wünnkû 
bipufuüshun, [The allowances (/ocik) that had been cut. 
off he restored to each one].” Again, Ibid., p. 131 = 


=. p.183, (the royal governor sent to Armenia after the 


great rebellion of 450-451) “Ordered the taxes of the 
country to be remitted and he even reduced the burden of 


3 e the royal cavalry for a time [bngay hpwdwytp 
| ghuphu mofuæphhé, k qujpnrapG lu wpfatüh. - 
cphphcugng un dufulüul, dh 1” Kawat, MK, IL xiii, | 


p.149 = MK-D, p.92 exonerated all localities in his. 


` kingdom fom all royal tribute (harks) and tolls (mak's} : 


for’ three years [ù quvfbGmjG hmpha ù quufu 


> wpfnt6h bphfudbuy éuvufimku pin uf hGw 30 


ubnbu. pipny mtpniphull pûnphhw, mfbübgniG]." 
| On the other hand, “So heavy were the land’ 


~ dies {zparters harkac*) imposed on his (the traitor Vasak’ 
` Siuni’s) house that he had to resort to the possessions of. 


his parents and grandparents as well as his own and even 


`. to the women’s jewelry to pay the fine — and still he was 


unable to pay off the debts to the court [ti wjiyka : 


wmunhy wrkbd quunnbpu hupkwg wjmhhf p 
Ybpuy uw Gnpw, op dhôsh qhupg u qhuineg W 


qhtp wpwpu k qqupge yudwig be by h qbpay t, 
kn ko Ounmdbgui, b oy Gupwg bunngwhb; 


qumpuuG wpfnGp J'E, p. {39 = E-T, p. 190. Cf. Jbid, 
p. 133 = p. 185 where Vasak (during the time that he 


' was governor of Armenia) is accused that, “he had stolen 
` the tax of the country which went to the royal treasury 


. that man was the cause and author of ... the loss of ` 
the royal taxes [qaq hu ee huplyb ‘whup hb, 
+ inpmon hapymgi 
wpfniGb}” See also the next cae e and below p. 65- ‘61 for 


‘the royal cavalry. 


D 


© ARMENIAN SOURCES ON SASANIAN ADMINISTRATION 3 saa Ene ani DE W 


©. who gives more attention:to finances than is found 


‘in the parallel text of Lazar P‘arpec‘i, speaks of a 


census (aSyarhagir)°® as does Movsés. 


Dasyuranc‘i.2”7 Normally, the Persian governor, or 
` the de facto ruler of the country seems to have had 
` fiscal responsability for his district, in particular 


: for the collection of the taxes; and received. 4 : 


- remuneration.** In the VIIth century, however, in 
troubled times, Pseudo Sebéos describes the 
‘activities of a .presumably financial “auditor” 
(hamarakar) from a different district directly 


answerable to the central treasury rather than to thie - 


local authorities. This case may, however, have 


been dictated by special circumstances or been the 7 
description of a bribe intended to subdue rebellious. 


Armenian lords. It is mentioned nowhere else: 


3E, p.22 = ET, p. 75-76, “euh nu b- 


huarwmuphi  ðwnwzhg finpng Pp qnpè umwfhp 


JhyppG Amgng = np qhkboy, bwubw) hpuduüur 


wpfmih + wofvunphughp un] whut: bpybpo 


Lung h ponmphé huphmg k.h phphacppd 


‘G@umGpnrp pi owypmdpnjyi. -~ … uhwiwkbug 
fpbunnibujf np. pawkbw, chi f Jubinpuju, pin 
Gadh@ wopuphwapny bunk. [He (Yazkert I) sent one 
of his trusted servants ... to Armenia. He camed at the 

`- royal command, ... and made a census (aÿyarhagir) of 

the whole land of Armenia ... {as if] for the alleviation, 


of taxes … ... he included in the same census the- 


_ Christian monks living in monasteries.” 
i 37 For this text, see above n. 32, where Dowsett 
translates ašzarhagir as “cadastre.” 


38 Ps.S, viii, p.66 = Ps.S-T, p. 4. “Uju dwhud’ 


Uutphnütun) duyelbicn lu qhuphu dmjng [This 


Vahan {Mamikonean) also collected the tribute of. 


Armenia)” as a result of his successful rebellion and 
even before the Persians recognized him as vice-roy of 


the country. Moreover, he also cleared himself before. 
` the king from accusations of wrongdoing by saying =, 


LP’, I, Ixv, p. 117 = EP*-T, p. 170-171, “But if I were 


-oppressed by you and wished to go to some foreign land, : 


why would I bring so much gold here — which would 
have been more than enough salary (t‘oÿak) for myself 
until my death, even if I were to live a very long time, 


and also for ten more in addition? And you had not set- 


any prefect (ostikan) over me who would have forced me 
to bring here such an. amount of gold. [Pwjg bpk: Gin 
pas tp pGa h 4küg LU mpkf jomwp tpbpp qûu; h 
hapGsb) hwdkh, quymsuih nuÿh myup qh° pbnth, op 
“dhôsh gumh hd, pki -hwph gan WEB pio 


wiahGu, wy L mwmumlg ku pin hu, pagal pwn Ep 


uù pnijwwG. LU quy np nampkmG dbp jh Jbpu) 
* gkp Yugnighw), ap pEhfé hupyt mwjn phply wjup 


quisuh puqimpht6, nukun].” On the insufficiently 


_ precise term ostikan, see below, nn. 65, 78. 


43, “puquuopé Gupubg . … 


 quiénr puqime … 


> “i the king of Persia sent to Armenia ` 
' the auditor (hamarakar) of Vaspurakan with | 
much treasure ... so that in this way he. . 
might subject them to his own service. The | 
auditor went to Armenia ... accompanied by 


.the treasure and many camels... Samuël ` . 


o Vahewuni [and the other rebels] ... seized 
the treasure but spared the auditor's life ... 
The auditor went to court and informed the 
king of all that had happened; … Then king | 
‘Khosroy... sent back to Armenia the auditor. 
of Vaspurakan... | 

` (43) [The Armenian troops: stationed at 
Isphahan] pillaged the land. They took the’ 
royal treasure which was in the auditor’s. 
“house, which had been amassed from the . 
taxes of that land...”3? 


' These auditors and other fiscal officers seem to 
have been answerable to a central financial office, 
perhaps. occupied by the “Lesser (implying the 


simultaneous existance of a Greater) vačařn p‘ok'r, . 


refered. to by Pseudo Sebéos and having a vast 
administrative jurisdiction; an -institution which — 
Thomson renders as the “Lesser. Ministry . of 
Finance,” 40 C 
The most visible feature of Armenia's vassal - 


status was the service of its rained cavalry 





39 Ps.S, xvi and xxiii, p. 87-88, 96 = Ps.S, I, p. 32, 
wpéubngn þh Zwju 
g'lwugnipubuGf hufupmahupl h duu hufinhpä 
qh wyhyku Gniwibm, wègk 
qinpw þh dwnwyniphré hip L qduyp huvupwyupe . 


oo b dw L pin Gu quéë supine puqimrf: Dr … 
. Umik. dwhknuifp huôngbpà wy]? pôükkpurif 
-hphuûg  bulh@ qquûsf, k. hudwpwhwpho 


quphi wunqhu  2Gnphbhghf: .. “uw  wuiwGhl 
hudupwympi bppbhbm, þp yanl quudhuwug 
puquinphG qudhimyG bnbwuqué u wpun 
winpté qéuuuntpukuG hupdwunpukwp þ Awju s … 
(96) = wibnbghä qhphhpé wnh@ u qquéél 


wpfniGh np h.uulû hwifwpmhuphd, np b huphug 
taqaqtin wobuphhi mjGinphh.” See also n. 76. 


40 Thid., xxviii, p.101 = p.49, “He (the king) ` 
bestowed upon him (Smbat) the Lesser Ministry of 
Finance (vacarn. p‘ok‘r}, the administration (divan) of 


‘the country, [wy fifa wmnfwy ~ qÜufunG hafn, 


qnpumw :wmojomphhf:]” Possibly the die vaëar was 
concerned with provincial administration, whereas the. ` 
greater one had the oversight of the central portion of the. 
empire. We are given no information on the subject, but 
cf. below, n. 83. On the Persian dmdargar = Armenian 
hamarakar, see Gyselen 1989, p. ‘27, 35-37, 120 ; Ead. 


: 2002, p- 39-56, 110. 
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composed of the “nobility (azat) and lesser nobility 
(azatordi) .., and retainers from the royal house 
(ostanik)”*! which formed an important component 


of the Persian army in its wars primarily against . 


the Hephthalites, whom the Armenian authors 


almost. invariably call K‘uSans*?, but also in. 





41 See below n. 44. 


42 Required or even forced service against thé _ 


. K‘uSans is mentioned as early as the IVth century, even 
before the end of the Arsacid dynasty in Armenia, BP, 
V, vii, p. 210 = BP-G, p. 197-198, “... The Arsacid king 
of the K‘uSans ... stirred up war against Sapuh (H) the 


Sasanian king of Persia. And so king Sapuh mustered the 


entire Persian army to wage war against him. He also 
collected the entire cavalry taken prisoner from the land 


- of Armenia and took it along with him, [upymymGhé. 


puquinpk Pnizwimg  jupnjg. vu quubpæqu 
pon umuabulwipi Guyhny pwqwinphi Supupg: 
. Gi Gwaynh puguinpi quifkGwyt qqopud Awpuhg 

‘qnifupbw, fPounwgnjyyg nw, quunbpuqi poy Glw. 


uù qnpu dhuGqui wdbw, Ep gbpmphuô ghpypto 
duyng quutf td w 6 pee quidupbui" purugnyg 


piy bOfiwe'].” 

_ EPS, Il, xciv-xev, p. 171-172 = LP'-T, p. 233 
“Vahan Mamikonean then equipped the Armenian 
cavairy and dispatched it to the court ... (xcv) A few 


days later Vahan Mamikonean quickly assembled the . 
- Armenian cavalry, and in the company of all the faithful 


Armenian princes set out to go to king Vatar’... [tr 
kuqu'tuy UmihynGbapd Luhudwy quyplapi 2wyng 
mpawhkp b yond, s (16) Go jin uuljur wining 


unpynd doymjiw,  Wurlbhnibope Yubhalwy i 
- quyplapl dung, L hâf L whut nijunukhg 


i Gwupupun£i pan Gdu gnth gämjp wn puquané 
haguna)”; 


have decided … to march to the land of the East, to 
- subject the empire of the Kushans ... 
org cavalry before us and meet me in the land of Apar 


Wot h duh bnwf = qiw) ju2bowph8 wphkbg, _ a 


…qupôéniquôty ph diq qutpnippiGd niwlug: 
qaf  Juünlwnubh wypmdp quiufupbgkf wnugny 
fui qhu,. juGnhpfuf yhGhghf pa  JÜuup 
wojvunhh6]." Also, Ibid., iii, p. 49 = p. 100-101 “... at 
that very time arrived a bearer of bad news from the 


region of the Kushans ... The impious one (the Persian 
` king) quickly and urgently sent off the cavalry [þh Gdh@ 
dufuiwy gnidywi huumitp fp  bnqyfubülgû 


2 fnoubug ~ br wlopkiG Gbyboy wuqämatn 


quypnidp juriwe wpdmlby...].” 
Similarly in the Vth century, Ps.S, xxviii, 


p- 101-102 = Ps.S-T, p. 50-52, “(the king) gathered for : 


him (Smbat) an army in fearsome array against the land 
of the K‘ushans in the east. So he ... summoned to 
‘himself ... his own original army of compatriots, and 
went directly to the east. These are the princes of the 


Armenian nobles who Joue him, with each one’s. 


E, i, p. 10 = E-F, p, 64, “We (the Persian king) 


straightway, ... ` | 


defense of the fortified Cotay pass at Derbent, and 
even within the Persian empire.*3 This service was 


~ not exclusively owed by Armenia but also by the 


adjacent Caucasian lands** and was obligatory 





contingent and banner... His troops were about 2000 
cavalry from that land. He saw that the K‘ushan army 
had spread out in raids over:the entire country. But when . 
they heard news of him, they came together and 
departed. He followed in hot pursuit ... Then Smbat 
assembled the army and rearmed it. He also brought in 
many other troops to his support and went to attack the 
nation of the K‘ushans and the Hephthalite king. 


‘{[qnivupk Gifu quip vbdwi mhbhnnipthudp juphhqu 


ghphbpG Gnigwag. : u ansk wn phfd h puit = 
qpa ébnulkul quipul bep qhudwusuunbhl u 


 qûw}) mannpy JUpuùhyu: Ur wyau aa blue: 


Gufvupupugi 4ujog, op pêg Btw bipufuG;hep 
qgéqui U npuignr + Ge quip apu ppp bphlnr 
bwgqup bbdbimy’ puphbuphkl bubu qb qunfü 
Bnuuug wuaquuubkbæu] uhnbw) thë p Ybpw 
bphumg wifhfwjG bpunhf. L hpplh yarwh qynip 
huvfpuiny Gnpu' dnqnijigué ù qüughô. uù uw 
wnbu; ghbw Gngw’.. … Swjidwe Ulpun 8nqadt 
qquenf L dpuuhf uyuiqnughit gnifmpk Lo wy 
quipu pugnidu yarginiphua hip, ib gqhd'hul qéwyn 


bo depay maghi fouabng b mpfuht 


Atppunbu gl.” 
43 The service of the Aimenian cavalry was .not 


„exclusively on the eastern border of the Persian empire 


but also the garrison the Cotay pass at Derbent, 
“between Mount Caucasus and the eastern sea”, fortified 


‘by the Persians against northern invasions, see below, 


n. 73, cf. E, ii, p. 18 = E-T, p. 72, and within the empire, 
together with various other Armenian. contingents, at. 
Isphahan, Ps.S, xxi, xxiii, p. 94, 96 = Ps.S-T, p. 41, 43, 
or even in dynastic quarrels, LP‘, IH, xciv, p. 171 — LP*- 


T, p. 232, “Nixor requested the native Armenian cavalry 
. from Vahan. ‘Equip it rapidly, he said, and dispatch it to 


the court for Zareh, son of Peroz, has rebelled against 

the Aryan empire’ [hGnptp ‘ubluop p Yuhwiwy qpühl - 
dujng qugpncéhô.. ‘Qugqdbw, wut, dacpnd k 
wpémkbu wn mni fwGqh Supth npnh Thpngh 


. pinghfvugkw, Uphwg wpupnrugha’j.” In the VIIth 


century a contingent as large as 30,000 is said to have 
been levied for service in the Byzantine army in Thrace, 
Ps.S, xxx, p. 105 = Ps.S ~T, p. 56. 
. See also below n. 73, for the guarding of the Pass at | 
pate 
BE, i, p. 10 = E-T, p- 64, “A force of. nobility and 
lesser nobility was assembled from Greater Armenia and 
retainers from the royal house; likewise from Georgia 


„and the land of the Lp‘ink‘, and stiff others from the 


districts of the south near the borders of Tachkastan 
[tnig Yuqdtp p. żwjag Whowg ququ U. 
ququinapgh, L gupfarip nwbt gnuuuwuühl} dupnhl, 
pun GJhô ophüwbh h pug L jÜnmuwbühg u 
guohupbhtf Lipiing k np wy ku h Unqduûg 
Ennduûg brapuuny Whpa nuhiuda 
Sufquuwufh.” Ibid, iii, p. 63 = P- 114, EP", HI, lxxx, 
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rather than voluntary.*° This cavalry, however, 
received its maintenance (rřočik) from the 
Sasanians, though this maintenance could be 
curtailed punitively on. occasion, just as the tax 
burden was increased,” and its arrival at court was 





p. 146 - LP‘-T, p. 205 “Gdihon, lord of Siwnik‘, with 
the troops of the whole province of Siwunik‘ [qwtpG 
Upiibug gtyphnG wn Oum wvbiwyi quimnhô 
UpiGkug qgimur,]”; likewise, E, p. 63 = E-T, p. 114, the 
Persian governor of Armenia is said to have raised 
“cavalry from the land of Siunik‘” and the Albanian 
contingent in winter quarters in Armenia was even 
claimed to “number ten thousand ... When we have 
them to hand there is no one who can subvert the royal 
command. [ti wGntG bpou hubba, h Upiihug 
wapwphké … Upk ym wüqut dh bprjupquk þh 
quan mnp ywud wypméhnjf ap jÜqniubuf k 
ww huqup, gh bh âdüpng Ph åwju bbugbô. u 
yapdut ginuw h ébnpG ntähghuf, spf nf np 
byob) hupt qhpwiwGG wpfnuGh:).” 

45 In the absence of a king, after the end of the 
Arsacid dynasty in Persarmenia, E, i, p. 6 = E-T, p. 60, 
“the Armenian cavalry was completely under the control 
of the princes in time of war [wypni4ph wyng 
pmiwinwk fp éôbnê Gopwpupwgd wnwplnpykp fb 
quubpuquh:}.” However, bid., p. 10 = p. 65, “they 
marched from each one’s land obediently and with loyal 
intentions in order to fulfill their miliary service (to the 
Persian king) with sincere faith [qGugh@ jprpwfwisbhip 
w7puphwg ypefmpbhudp l mbppwutp fvephpnnif, 
hunupby quuuu qhäninpniptul wGtbplpu} 
hujuway#].” At this point the author seems to imply 
that the cavalry reported at court on a rotating yearly 
basis, /bid., p.12 = p.66, “Then he dispatched the 
warriors to each one's place, and summoned to his 
presence others in their stead with the same equipment. 
And thus he established the habit from year to year 
[Uyu wpéwkbug qvapyhyud jpepufpshin wbqhu, 
u quya topudul Gngu wn hip Lnsbwg Gndhô 
quinpuuunephundfp: tr myuyku wd Jutt 
unynparpþhit Yupqhwug].” 

See above, n. 42 for the mustering of the Armenian 
cavalry by Sapuh II after his defeat of the Armenian 
king, according to the Epic Histories. 

46 £P°, MI, Ix, p- 108 = ŁP*-T, p. 159, “... Peroz ... 
sent ... Yězatvšnasp ... with orders to release the 
Armenian nobles from prison and provide them with an 
allowance (řočik) at Hrev ‘Let them stay there, he said 
with their cavalry, and carry out whatever task Aštat, ... 
may set them to’. When YézatvSnasp arrived, he gave 
them the good news, saying: ‘The king of kings has 
reprieved you ... and has arranged allowances for you at 
Hrev .,.. He has ordered you to perform royal duties... 
They then took the Armenian nobles to Hrev, and 
arranging allowances for each one, entrusted them to 
Aëtat to use on military service (Qipnq … wnmfbug 
qSquinf2iwuy ~~ L bpudwfi bna mpdamyhy 
qGwpwpupuG 2mmg +. U kwpgh) Gngw nnähl h 
pu. ‘WujghO, wuk, wüntkô wypmdpnd kl hwnw- 


marked with particular pomp at. least until the 
revolt of 450-451: 

“Tt was the rule in former times, when 
the cavalry from Armenia went to court 
under some distinguished general, for him 
(the shah) to send a man to meet them, and 
inquire about the welfare of Armenia; he 
would do the same twice and three times 
and in person review the force. Before they 
went out to war he would greatly thank them 
for coming to him, and in front of all his 
companions and all the magnates he would 
praise them all and recall the service of their 
ancestors and rehearse the brave deeds of 
each man”.47 





phugki qqnpô np hûs L hgt Gngw Dounuun … tr 
bhbw, SpquinjzGmuy’ hu Gngu wibuhu mubynd, 
‘apt Upfujbg wpfwy qÜuhwoqupuniphiôG bpan 
äbq… L hupqhmg 4tp nnffh h spk  L dbg 
hpuduf ba yw, þh qnnô wpfarkh, > … Smpimy 
wj@nthuk qG@upupwpul Zujng h pl; ù qupqhuy; 
brpufwGshin nifhP nnähqu* qoidwnth& qânuw b 
atin Ugnunu, nih]  qünuu b qorè 
wuubnuqu'h:l. | i 

However, according to É, ii, p. 21-22 = E-T, p. 74- 
75, at the time of the great Armenian rebellion, “many 
detachments were sent to distant lands tò wage war 
against the king’s enemies in the inaccessible desert 
while Yazkert II pretended that his census was intended 
for “the aleviation of taxes and the lightening of the 
burden of the cavalry [bL qniGnu gnifinu nupabw; 
qnifwptpi p AngwGt jhkphhn hbnwinp’ jyuufnipu 
uGwoawnhG fb dupn wwiunbpuqih pimftugl 
mpfuh —  - h ponnphé hwpkwg u h 
phphnphul dwüpnipthwuû wypa.dpn jl.” 

See above p. 63-65 and nn. 28-40 for the taxes. 

47 E, ii, p. 44 = E-T, p. 95-96 : “[ti qh optGf tpa 
yanwy dwiwiwhu., jpw h Zug wjpméh þh 
nın bppwjyp h ébnG œquuncemiaph qopwaq)ph 
nipmf, myp pin wnuy yyip, L hupgm@tp qnponjl 
ù qghununniphiG dujng wzþpwphhë l bphhgu L 
bphg wubüquu qlnjü wnükp, k ghwintu g&npa 
pOfGpG  wmbuwGkp uù jyonwg fwh h gqnpd 
uuunbpuquhé hmuwhh; qg bol wn Gu" Lbs 
26nphukuiniphif buduntp, U unugh wmpnnwhgugl 
bepng Uu Owdbômg dhdwudhmgé qriniphtô 
Yuwniguitp wikitgnii, u Jjh2tp qimplibugé 
qdwumuu u quni wni fugnippi yuwnitp 
Gngw:]}.” Cf. Ps.S, xxvii-xxix, p. 99-104 = Ps,S-T, p. 47- 
54 for the honours bestowed on Smbat Bagratuni after 
his return from the wars, though these may be due in 
large part to the king’s personal favour, Ibid., xxiv- 
xxviii, p. 96 = p. 43-44, ` | | 


XI. 


One: of the interesting aspects of Armenian 
sources is their confirmation of the existance of ` 
certain Sasanian offices and dignities, even where : 


these were not necessarily connected directly with 


provincial administration and even though . 
unfortunately very little is said about their intrinsic . -~ 
functions beyond what is implicit in their name 


and/or title. Whatever its value, this aspect has not 
always been noted, since Armenian authors often 
treat these references mistakenly as personal 
‘names rather than those of a particular individual’s 
official title.4® Moreover, during the early Sasanian 


. Armenian royal period ending in 428, some of the © . 


dignities mentioned in the largest.source of such 
information, the Epic Histories for example, the 


=. ‘senekapet “chamberlain” and the hazarapet belong - 
` to the Armenian rather than the Persian court.# It. 

is, however, usually made clear in the Epic — 
Histories, either explicitly or from the context, that _ 


. most officials mentioned such as the ayorapet 
“master of the stables”, the dahië or. dahcapet, 


“executioner and head executioner”, the - 
hambarapet “supervisor. of stores, stewart, 


quartermaster”, the handerjapet “counsellor” and 
the Mogac‘ handerjapet “counsellor of the magi”, 
the nuirapet “master of ceremonies”, the. ostikan 
probably “governor”, the p‘ustipan “guards, 


‘bodyguards”, the Sapstan takarapet, who may have : 


been a royal cupbearer and the zinkapet, another 
military. title, were Persian, and not Armenian 
officials, and could apparently assume military 


duties on occasion whatever their basic function. — 





-'48Qn these problems and the vast and growing | 


literature on Sasanian official titles, see especially the 


numerous publications of Ph. Gignoux and R. Gyselen, 
.some of which are listed in the Partial Bibliography. No  . 
attempt has been made to review this extensive material’ ` 


has been made since any such attempt would have 


`. extended the present survey beyond any reasonable . 


length. 
49 BP, IL, xx; IV, iii, xliv, p. 50, 79-80, = BP- G, 


| p. 94-85, 109-220, 165. See below nn. 53-56, for the 


_ hazarapet. 
50 BP.G, p. 512, 518-520, 530, 531-532, 550, 554, 
556, 568, 572. Both the surén and the zik are treated as 


proper names Ibid., p.409-410, 434, On the Iranian 


evidence for the mogbed and ‘the handarzbed,. see 


Gyselen 1989, p. 29-31.33-35 and Ead. 2002, p. 68-69, . 


117, It is interesting to note that the Armenian patriarch 
‘St Nersës 1 on his accession assumed the Iranian title of 
“protector/advocate of the poor or dispossessed” (Arm: 
drigosan amenayn zrkeloc‘ = Ir. driyoÿän jaddagow) BP, 


_ The surën, the Dumavund vsemakan and the zik are x 
“given therein as a personal’ name rather than as 
official, usually military titles. SL . 


During the Soie period in Persarmenia, | 
beginning with the mid-Vth century, most of these’ 


officials appear in an. unmistakably Persian 
context, though here too, we are given very little : : 
information concerning their. duties and 


prerogatives. Thus, the History of Lazar P‘arpec‘i 
dating from the very beginning of the VIth century 


. records the presence. of ambarapets, who appear 


both in this form and and in that of ambarakapet, 
of the anderjapet, specifically of the Movan. 


_anderjapet or “anderjapet of the Magi”, of dahiès 
`. and hazarapets, of the p'uitipan, or more. 
‘specifically of their presence in the Persian and not . 


merely in the provincial structure.$? Moreover, the 
author was aware of the distinction between local 


`- hazarapers, who in Armenia seem to have been 
primarily concerned with agriculture and the 


peasantry, and whose office was the hereditary 


prerogative of the Gnuni house, according to the ` 





‘IV, iii, p. 78 = BP-G, p. 109. See, Gyselen 1989, p. 19, 
31-33, 125; Ead. 2002, p. 57-59, 115; Gärsoïan 1981a. 


51 Op the Dmawund (and Andikan)vsemakan, BP, IV, 


~ xxii, xxvii, xxix, xxxiv, p. 145-146, 153-154 = BP-G, 


p. 154-155, 159-160, 348, 369, 568, now attested by two 
seals, see Gyselen (unpublished), :p. 1-7. See the 
precéding note for the surén and the zik, 

52 Ambarapet, LP*, Il, 1, p. 88 = LP'-T, p. 135, Il, li, 
p- 91= p. 139, IL liv-v, p. 94-97 = p. 142-146, IL Iviii, 


` p. 105 =p. 155; ambarakapet, Ibid., Il, 1, p. 89 = 136, IE, 


liv, p. 95 = p. 143, II, Ivi; p. 99 = p. 148, H, Ivii, p. 104 = 
p. 164 (hambarakapet); 
` anderjapet, the only bd mentioned is the- 


. counsellor of the magi, q.v. below; dahië, IL xlv, p.81 = 


p. 127, U, li, p. 89 = p. 136, I, lii-li, p. 91-94 = p. 139- 


` 142, H, ly, p. 96 = p. 145, H, Ivii, p. 101 = p. 150; 


movan anderjapet under the authority of the chief-. 
mobed (movpetan movpet, Ibid., ¥1, 1, p. 88 = p. 135, IL, | 


‘lv, p. 97 =p. 135, H, Ivii, p. 101 =p. 151: 


p'ustipan satar, II, Ixxi, p. 128-129 = P 184-185; : 
. senekapan ark‘uni, IE, xxxiv, p. 64 = p. 106. The only 
anderjapet known to P‘arpec‘i is the “counsellor of the 


‘magi’ mentioned above. 


dar-anderjapet : there is no record i in his work of the ` 
dar-anderzbed or “court counsellor” whose official seals 
have now been published by Gyselen 2007, p. 211-26, 
but he is known to EHSE, see n. 64, See next two notes 
for’ the ‘office of hazerapet and n. 64 for the 
daranderjapet. . ae | 
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Epic Histories 3 or who might subsequently be 
Persian officials *4 and the “Grand Commander” of 
the Persian court, whom he normally identifies as 
the hazarapet of the royal court’ or the hazarapet 
of the Aryans while still more precisely, the 
parallel text of Ełišē also gives this title as “the 
great hazarapet of the Aryans and non-Aryans” or 
even in the form of his official Persian title, 
“yuzurg framadär of Eran and Aneran.”%6 To most 
of the offices recorded in the list found in the Epic 
Histories, VP‘arpec‘i adds the royal maypet, 
probably the “court cupbearer”, perhaps to be 
compared with the Sapstan takarapet mentioned in 
the Epic Histories. The p‘ustipan salar, who is at 
one point said to be “the commander in chief of the 
whole (Persian) army,”>’ and the senekapet in the 
form senekapan ark‘uni or “chamberlain of the 
court” already met in the Epic Histories were also 
known to P*arpec‘i, thereby implying a 
continuation of these institutions and a familiarity 
with them. Their duties, however, are not 
specified, though the maypet, seemingly a court 





53 BP, IV, ii, p. 76-77 = BP-G, p. 108, “First, (the 
king entrusted) the office of hazarapet of the overseeing 
care of the land, of the supervision over the enrichment 
and welfare of the realm to the clan of the Gnuni, who 
cared for the peasants as hazarapets of the entire land. 
[be ubbqp © qnnôwukmmiphuGG huqup my bu- 
nupbwié w2jmphuwbull bümiwtuinipbuû, 
wjumphw th wopuphwund nbhyulinup bul 
ghGuyuimgti wqgë FEmBbug = hwqupwybwd 
wifkGwjGi bplppa:}.” However, at the Council of 
Sahapivan of 444, the hazarapet of Armenia is given as 
Vahan Amatuni, see below n. 88. Etišē also records a 
hazarapet of Albania, E, p- 70 = p. 121, as does MK, i, 
ii, p. 112 = MK-D, p. 65, “huqupuybu UnniwGhg.” 

Pao I, Ixvi, Ixvii, IH, xci, p. 118, 120-121, 164 = 

172, 178, 225, “the hazarapet of Armenia 
Une m Thmqupmybnd 4uyng Ubhybhduil].” 

55 Ibid., I, xiv, p. 23-24 = p. 58, “Surén Pahlaw was 
at that time kazarapet of the royal court ... ... Then king 
Viam summoned to his presence Surën Pahlaw his 
hazarapet [fwiqh UnrpkG guhjwc kp h dufuûwkh 
Gb huqupwybn nnull wpfoGh + … uw 
Ynstp wn hGfG puquinpé dnud qUaipté ywhywr, 
qbip qhuqmpmybu).” On the office of the hazarapet 
see also Benveniste 1967, p. 67-71. 

SE, ii, p.2 = E-T, p.82, “Uhhpükpubh hèh 
huqupuybup Upbug & Uduphug”, Ibid., p.24 = 
p.77, “WphpGtpubh quip bputwmnwp bpwl Uu 
UGbpw”, though in both cases he is purportedly citing 
official documents. On the Vuzurg framadar, and the 
official seal of Mihrnerseh, see Gyselen, 2007, p. 9-13. 

57 See next note. 


official, could on occasion be sent abroad as 
assistant to the ambarapet. P‘arpec‘i also mentions 
the dprapet or “chancellor” and the “secretary of 
the council”, yorhrdean dpir, though he gives no 
further details on the composition of the royal 
council, beyond the uninformative observation that 
it was composed of the nobility.>® Furthermore, his 
accounts make it evident that far from being 
hereditary prerogatives, as they were in Armenia, 
high royal offices could be occupied successively 
by the same individual. Finally, he also speaks 
tantalisingly, of anonymous “Persian officials” 
(gorcakalk') who came from the court, without 
specifying the purpose of their mission, beyond the 
obvious inference that the central administration 
was keeping an eye on the situation in outlying 
provinces. 





58 Maypet: LP’, Il, 1, p.88 = ŁP'-T, p. 135, “He 
(Yazdkert II) ordered VehdenSapuh, the chief steward 
(ambarapet), to take with him two other assistants from 
the nobility, Jnikan the royal maypet and the counsellor 
of the magi (movan anderjapet), under the authority of 
the chief-mobed (movpetan-movpet) [Sun hpud'uû 
WohybGguahny wdpupuuhwmh wniny pin hip 
bphot le wy eqGmbulu poruguliinjyG, qQiphwud 
VuguhunG wpfoGp, u qÜadu6 winbpdmybu’ p 
4bnGk fnjubuwul d'adqhuwh].” Ibid., II, iv, p. 97 = 
p. 146, Ivii, p. 102 = p. 151, see below, nn. 66-67. 

Xorhrdean dpir, Ibid., TH, ixxxix, p. 160 = p. 220, 
“He sent as messengers to Vahan Mamikonean Sapuh, 
the secretary of the council [unw4bkug fm 
yunqguduiopy wn VudhhnGhwG duwuhwG qüuwnih 
bapbpqtul yhp bi ...].” 

Dprapet, Ibid., Tl, xxxiv, p. 64 = p. 106. There is no 
mention in P‘arpec‘i of the ayorapei, the nuirapet or of 
any ostikan, vsemakan, or zinkapet, all of which had 
been found recorded in the Epic Histories, see above 
n. 49-51. 

59 Idem, “(Mihrnerseh) made his confident Vehëapuh 
governor (verakac‘u), who was at that time chamberlain 
of the court (senekapan ark‘uni) and then later 
chancellor of the Aryans (dprapet  Areac‘). 
[qtthougnth huwumuphf dhpubugnr mpwp, op 
Ep h dwn ubôbluuul wpfniif, jhun wjänphl 
aya l qupuubu tal Upbugl}.” 

OEP, IE, Ixiii, p. 112 = EP‘-T, p.164, “Gw k 
qupôukuf Yapuhyf op quyhl h qpwhk .…” 
However, the traitor Vasak Siwni boasted, with probable 
exaggeration, /bid., II, xlv, p. 83 = p. 129, that “The 
tribute of all Armenia is under my control, and ail the 
agents (gorcakaik') are in my hand [huphfu mfbGu jf 
w2jumphhu {ujyng wn hu bf, L qnpèwkuf 
wth 6 Jhun éhnpû Boj.” See below n. 82, for the 

“inspector” mentioned in Ps.S. ; 


XI 


. The information found in the parallel account of 
‘the great Armenian rebellion and its aftermath, 
_ composed by Ehi8é is close to that of P‘arpec’i. 
Like P‘arpec‘i’s, EtiSé’s information is mostly but 
not exclusively, limited-to references to the titles of 
Persian high officials, such. as the “chief 
executioner”, the dahëapet, the ambarakapet, the 
hazarapet, with the distinction just mentioned 


above, the anderjapet of the magi, the movpetan -. 


movpet and the royal senekapan.f! However, unlike 
P‘arpec‘i, who does not mention him, EHSE also 
- -records the presence of the daranderjapet at the top 
. of the Sasanian administrative hierarchy, with 
which he shows familiarity®? and he notes the 
distinctions between the levels of Persian officials 
both secular and religious. Just as we have seen his 
‘awareness of the difference between local 
hazarapets and the “great, royal” hazarapet or 
vuzurg framadär, to’ whom he attributes the 


“authority of summoning and judging local 


princes,® so he distinguishes the supreme religious 


figure of the Sasanian empire, the movpetan _ 


movpet from the “chief-magis” or mogpets, who 
although fully endowed with the “chief religious 
authority” hamakden, could serve not only as 


“judges” (dataworik') or “arbiters or legislators”. 


(Grénadir), which would still be compatible with 
their religious authority, but even. as provincial 


“governors”, and were honoured on occasion with - 





© 61 Dahie/dahéapet, E, p. 48, 137, 148, 157, 160, 178; 


182 = E-T, p. 99, 188, 198, 206, 209-210, 225, 229. 
_Hambarakapet, Ibid., p. 143 = p. 194 


Great hazarapet, Ibid., p.23, (where the term seems. : 


` to designate the local governor), 28, 42, 70 (of Albania), 


.. 92, 97, 128, 130, 132, 135-136, 142, 180, 104-195 = . : 


p. 76, 82, 93, 121, 145, 149, 180, 183, 184, 186-187, 
193, 239. See below n. 69, for. the test on his judicial 
competence. ; 
Anderjapet of the magi, Ibid., p. 160, 163 - = p. 209, 
_ 213 and see below n. 63. 
.… Movpetan movpet and chief magi, Ibid., p. 12, 24, 42, 
` 58, 62, 142, 148, 152, 156, 159, 160, 179, 181, = p. 66, 
77, 93, 109, 113, 193, 198, 202, 205, 208- 209, 226, 228 
and see below n. 64. 
Senekapan ark‘uni, Ibid., p. 137-188. : 
82 See below n. 64. On.the dre à see 
Gignoux 1985-1988, and for his title and official seals, 
Gyselen 2007, p. 18, 26. 


63 See above n. 56. Cf. E, p. 90 = E-T, p. 142 on the 


summoning .of Vasak. Siwni. by Mihrnerseh, 
“Whhpabpath ow utp le Ynskn qüw Gluuxk) un 
eue. pe ao | 


“crowns and distinctions?” He uses the title 


ostikan not so much in its more common sense of 
“governor”, as it occurs in the Epic Histories, as of 
“official or supervisor”, 5 and gives to the 


Movpetan movpet precedence over the “chancellor 
‘ of the magi”, as does P‘arpec‘i.™ Finally, he also 
- refers to the dprapet, “chief scribe or chancellor” 


and probably also to the maypet as does the parallel 


.: account,” but has no mention of the p‘ustipan, or 


the yorhrdean dpir. In short, our two main sources . 


for the Vth century show familiarity with Sasanian - | 





64 For the movpetan movpet, see E. 62 = E-T, p. 113, 
“I shall write to the court. To the Movpetan movpet, and : 
to the daranderjapet and to the great hazarapet {kù gpl 


“ko gorgufiltd h ynni daÿgbuuG njyinp & ' 


qupuGmepéuubhuh & vhs huqupwybnpi]”, cf. | 
Ibid., p. 160, 181 = p. 209, 228. For a Rues 
with hamakden, as judge, lbid., p.23. = p.76, “he 
brought a chief-magus as judge of the land (Armenia) 
{wd = Wdhiu Lu daguqbu quuuwnp w)bwnhh6]” 
p..143-144 = p. 194, or as arbiter, Ibid., p. 71 = p. 121, 
“to appoint magi and chief-magi as arbiters for the whole 


< country [ymgaigwGb, ngu L fnqguybumu opkiwn hp 


wibGmj@ wjuunhhn:l.” For one as governor, Ibid., 
p.152 = p.202, “the chief-magus himself was the 


‘ governor (iyan) of the land [bu fwGqh pGfai pul 


Ungytud hou tp wopuphhG]” cf. bid., p. 12 = 
p. 66; Ibid., pi 12 = p- 66, “yuuhof u yunnniodf 
dhèmphug qpuqaivta h'dnqug k qpuqfuqnjiu ph 


vngubumg:” On the mogbeds, see Gyselen 1983, p. 29- 


31, 140 ; Ead. 2002, p. 68-69. 

< 65 ostikan, E, p. 83-84 = E-T, p. 135, “. „the leaders: 
of the Christians, whom they call bishops... ‘(the king of 
kings)... entrusted to them as reliable officials (ostikans) 
the distant borderlands [Gw np qjwinpfG kp 
fppumnthg. qap & byhulnyny wiaumGbd, … þppk 
hu.wmwpht  nonkhuüu julià wnGkn ngu . 
qhbpwinp d'unquü].” However, sée above n. 38, where 


Thomson renders ostikan as “prefect.” And below n. 78, 


where the term is used for the co-presidents of a council. . ` 

_ © Ibid., p. 160 = p. 209, “Movan, the chancellor — 
under the Movpetan movpet [Unjuk huwintpduyhn þh 
dtnwGt Umjybwuud vajyknbl” where movan has 
mistakenly been rendered as a personal name, instead of 
“chancellor of the magi” as in the parallel passage of 
P'arpec'i, see Thomson 1910, p..135 n. 1, and Gignoux . 


- 1985-1988, p. 69 as well as above n. 58 for the parallel 


passage. 

67 drpapet, Ibid., p.43 = p. 94 and maypet, lbid., ` 
p. 160 = p, 209 and p. 179 = p. 226. Although the text 
reads marzpet in the first reference, Thomson, /bid., 
p. 209 n. 2, observes that several MSS give some form 
of maypet at this point. Furthermore, this is the form 
found on p.179 and P‘arpec'i gives maypet in the 
parallel to the first passage, Finally, this official’s name 


is given as fnikan in both cases. See the preceding note. 
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administration to its top, but give us regrettably’ ` 


‘few precisions on its operations beyond the fact 


` that the king normally made appointments from the: 


small group of great secular and religious senior 
officials (awag gorcakalk‘), who formed part of his 


immediate entourage (at‘orakic‘ or yorhrdakic')® 
and who did not hold their offices as hereditary > `- 
- prerogatives. Among these were usually to be : 
found the great hazarapet, the movpetan movpet. 
and the daranderjapet. Thus for the trial of the . 


traitor Vasak Siwni, “the king ... ordered a 
‘tribunal to be held ...-: 
presided in order to hear both sides”.© Provincial 
- ‘administration could be entrusted to hazarapets or 
mogpets, and even to local princes. who. might 


‘accumulate through the king’s grant a number of | 


jurisdictions beside their native land, as is revealed 


in the accusations brought against the traitor Vasak | 


Siwni: 
“You ‘entrusted him’ with the land of 


' Georgia ... You gave him authority over |: 


Siunik‘ ... You made him governor 
(marzpan) of Armenia. ..”7° nhs 
Unexpectedly, it could even be handed over to 


Christian bishops, who on occasion might be : 


considered “trusted officials”?! and not reserved 
exclusively to marzbans.” Finally, the Armenian 


historians are a source of information on the use of. . 
auxiliaries and the difficulties encountered by the 


` Persians in fortifying and holding the pass at 





| SE, p.44 = p. 96, at‘orakic; Ibid., p. 49 = p. 100, 7 
xorhrdakic’, Ibid., p. 160 = p. 209, awag gorcakalk 


SE, p, 132 = E-T, p. 184, “puquinpé mmbul s 
hpudwytp j3hGb] Goo Guuu huqupuuhunl ` gh 


“pathgk handwGgi tpyngnig:” However, at the king's’ 


. command the hambarakapet could likewise call and 
preside over a tribunal, as is the case of Dehn$apuh and 
the Christians, Ibid., p. 143, 159 = p. 194, 208, “(the 


Ps : king} ordered the intendant (hambarakapet), whose 


` name was Denshapuh, ..: to bring them to justice.... ... 
',.. Then Denshapuh went and sat in tribunal outside the 


camp... fépud'ahug hudpmpmyaybnpd,; apni - 
= Upp bp 
Gunur : phûzmwynih wpmufnay pwĝuhi ju 


. wmk Ep Þhizpwynih .. L mumty se … 


whiff … ].” See also above, nn. 55, 56, 60. | 
DE, p.135 = E-T, p. 186, “éurunmgkf now 


quzhuphi Upug.. … 
Uprdtug. … Upuptf qu fupqymh Lung” 


ostikan, 


72 See below, P. 73-79, for a discussion; of. the i 


y marzbans. ' 


The (great) hazarapet _ - 


Gynf ptu quiparp pie E 
. pufmbwy wpfujh Ynqu'uû gl hhiuhuny ~ 
71 See above nn. 38, 65. and below n. 78.under 


Derbent.73 The nl: impression emanatirig from 
these sources is of a variety of often. : 


interchangeable offices- rather than a definite 
administrative pattern, and that, ultimately, the 


` king’s will was the paramount element throughout. 


` With the Vth century, the information of the 
Armenian sources becomes. less detailed and - 





BE, p. 94 = E:T, p. 146-147, “he (Vasak) assembled |. 


. the mass of the Aryan cavalry, barring and closing the 


Gates to their (Huns) passage. For he did not give the 


` Persian king any pause at all but sent summons for many ._ 
troops to the Chor Pass; .., .., from the hill and plain 


and all the mountain strongholds [uù ymu8 fingw’ 
(2nGfé) ‘yninbug qpuqnuf wypnidpl Upbwg, wpqty. 


ar fubtlug qran typo Gngm: fulñqh ny mmjp 


ququp ofkGkbe paguiaphd Gupubg, wy, tp L 


“Yoskp qoifgu pwqnufu h wywhwyi anpwy, + se 
quunGwjhGG u qquanw)h66, Lb quubiujG wfpu- . 


yngel jbpwbgh:}”. Ibid., p. 198 = p. 242, “the king of . 


' Albania did not wish to submit, but breached the pass of 


Chor and brought through to this side the troops of the 


' -Massagetae. Uniting with the eleven kings of the. 


mountains, he waged war against the Aryan army and 
inflicted much damage on the royal forces. [Unn-ufhg 
upfu jG nj utp Gnuh wGnpt@ h éwnuniphrû 
wy þppuftwnkwg qyuhayt Anpu], u wlignyg juju 
hoyu qqopuf Vuufhpug. dhwpubhug quhnmuunwb 


.puquinpu qhwnGnprhwuuf, bk püşk? bug 


quubpuquiu plug gqqinpfi, U pugnant Guu 


 upup qonugû wnfntGh:}.” The same difficulties are 


observed in the VIIth century by MK, H, xi, p, 135 = 


. MK-D, p- 83, “.. the soldiers on the magnificent walls © 


which the kings of Persia had built at great expense, . . 


‘bleeding their country (Albania) and recruiting architects 
.and procuring different materials for the construction of 
the wonderful works which blocked [the passes] i hae a 


Mount Caucasus and the eastern sea [the Caspian] [... 

poy quidfupuuku ufubshyp wywpuymgl.. de 
puqned ôwfuhif pugonnpugG Awpuhg duh; kp 
qugpuph hiphulg qniufuphy Gwpnuwpwugbhuu k’ 
hiupkjny wqgh wagh Ghip h 2hfniuèu fhéwufufs 
qnponji, qnp shukbgh& ænbbghô pay jbunG 


© Hurchwu p6n dhò dndi Uplhhyhg:].” The same pattern | 


continued to the end of the Sasanian era, Ps.S, ix, p. 69 = 
Ps.S-T, p. 9, “This Khosrov (I), during the time of his: 
reign closed the Passes of thé Chor and of the Atuank‘ 
[ju Wnupad p dufubwhe pipny puqurapnrphwa 
huybug qQuhwhi anpny k Uqniwibg)”. Ibid., xxix, 
p. 104 = p. 54, “Then they rebelled and submitted to te : 


` great Khak'an, king of the regions of the north ..- | 
Passing through the Pass of Chor with many troops they ' 


went to assist the king of the Greeks [lu 
myunmiphw, gqGughi fb dwnawyniphii Fbdpl 
~ Be hiu 
pin SwhwhG anpwy quipuif pugqdniphwi `, 
qgfimghi jmigimbwiniphii puquinpht Barug?” 

and continued after the Arab conquest, /bid., li, p. 173 = 

p. 148. See also above n. 43. , 
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precise, either as a result of their own ignorance or 


because the administrative pattern of thé Sasanian 


empire had became more uniform or centralized 
before its final breakdown on the eve of the Atab 


_invasions. Pseudo-Sebéos is still acquainted with ` . 


the movpetan movpet or “royal” mogpet (in the 


singular), whom he distinguishes from the ordinary , 


magi.” He is familiar as were. most of his 
‘predecessors with the “royal guards” or p‘uitipan 
“and with systems of “taxes” (harkk‘) and 
“maintenance” (Foëik), though in some cases these 
are already Arab or Byzantine rather than Persian, 


and with the service of the Armenian cavalry, still — 


‘primarily. against the K‘uSans.?5> As we have 


already seen, he uses the term hamarakar in the- 
sense of “auditor” sent from the court.”6 He uses ` 


familiar titles with far less precision than. before. 
Thus, he mentions the royal counsellors (yorkin 


 ark'uni), without identifying any of the officials ` 


- involved.” He uses the title ostikan, for an officer 
of the royal guard, but also presumably as 
“governor”; Ò 





74 Ps.S, viii, p. 69 = PS.S-T, 1, p. 8, “This (the Ataë) 


` fire was extinguished in the river with the movper-. . | 


moypetan ... [hb pd we bh qbuû bwin bpd dn ybinwt 
dadutuut]” = cf. Ibid., ix, p. 69 = p. 10, * “inguin .. 
wpfa.h”, as against Ibid., xiii, p. 85 = =p 29 * ‘many of 
the magi api h doqgnigl.” 
i 75 hark, Ibid., viii, xxiii, xxxviii, 1, p. 66, 96, 123, 172 

. =], p. 4, 43, 79, 147, Spey xxiii which refers to the 
* “royal taxes.” 

roëik, Ibid. 


p‘uStipan, Ibid., xxii, p..74, 75, 81, 83 =I, p- 16, 17, 


25, 27, though the only term used for one of their 


commanders is ostikan, rather than salar Cf. above, 


p. 65-67 and nn. 50, 52, 57 and 42-46 for the cavalry. 

76 Ibid., xvi, xxi, xxiii, p. 87, 88, 94, 96 =1, p. 12, 13, 
40, 43, see also above n. 39 for the text. ` 

77 Ibid., x, p.75 = p. 17, nor are the “auxiliaries” 


(hamaharzank ‘) identified. See above n. 64 for some oË. . 


the usual Sasanian royal advisors. 
78 Ps.S, xxii, p. 83 = Ps.S-T, I, p. 27, “qnunhhwit 
thargmpuywhb”, but cf. Jbid., xxxiv, p. 115 = p. 68-69, 


where the reliable men (ostikan) requested from the- 
Persians by the inhabitants of Jerusalem for the: 


protection of their city are more likely to have been 
governors than gardsmen, “u fuipppbw, nunhlwGu 
wupu hwrmnwphtu' GunmghG un piptwig. un h 
ymbhywiniphua funwufhl:”, as are those to be sent in 
the letter of the Arab ruler to Constans, /bid., 1, p- 149 = 
Ep. 144, “I shall’... send prefects (ostikans) to your 


cities.” However, lbid., xivi, p. 149 = I, p. 115, for the ~ 


“presidents” (rather than “prefects”) of the council 


_ convoked by the king, “He appointed over them as - 


x “president of a council”. He. ` 


likewise uses the title Aramanatar ioosely both in 
the ordinary sense of “commander” and in that of 
“chief minister of the court”, though he does not 
join it here to the Persian vuzurg, as was done . 
more accurately by Eli8é.79 He even uses it in a 
negative sense to indicate a vacancy in the 
katholikate of Armenia.®° Finally, his work shows : 


‘no familiarity with the titles of anderjapet and 
anderjapet of the magi or. of that of hazarapet, . 
‘although the last is Suli known: to  Movsēs 


Dasyuranc‘i. t 


One of the interesting contributions of Pseudo- 


 Seb£os’ work from an administrative point of 
- view, is its reference to an inspector (kK'nnof), 


apparently holding no other office, who was sent 
from court, and is reminiscent of P‘arpec‘i’s 
“officials” (gorcakalk'), who were also special 
envoys of the central government, as were the 
“auditors”, and whose presence strengthens the 
suggestion of a trend toward centralisation under 


‘the later Sasanian rulers.®? Even more valuable is 
` the all to brief notice that, 


prefects (ostikans) Smbat Bagratuni ... and the royal - 
chief-doctor [ù Yyugnjg h {ipuy nga nuwphuwuGu 
qüipuun Pugpunniûh be u qpdzjwybni 
wpfaGh:].” On the uses of the term ostikan in the pre- 
Arab period, see also above nn. 38 and 65. 

79 Ibid., xxviii, p. 102 = I, p.51, “The commander 


‘(hramanatar) of their (Persian) force was a certain 


Persian prince named Datoyean (appointed) by royal 


“command [bi Ep bputuGwmwp qutpni Gnpu 


ywpubk ndë hobuG wind tunnjbwl, hhuGwhwe 
wpfai6h}”, as against bid., xl, p. 130-= I, p. 89, “they | 
appointed as chief minister at court (hramanatar i drann) 


' Khofokh. Orinizd, who was prince in the region of 
_Atrpatakan [Ywpghghf hpotwiugep h npuûé 


qhana Apvhgn, ap tp haem Uonduig Dinpyw- 

nogalh}. See above n. 56 for Elišē, and Gyselen 

1989, p. 19, 37, 128 ; Ead. 2002, p. 59-60, 11. ; 
80 Idem, p. 129 = 1, p. 87, “But because the blessed 


‘: Catholicos Komitas had died and that position was 


vacant (anhramanatar) [Pujg qh vbnbm;, tp bpwGk}h 
Yad bunwu \mpaynknud, k Yuyp wbn pa 
wihpwlmiunup|,” This form appears to be a hapax 


‘according to Thomson, Ps.S-T, I, p. 87, n. 535. 


8l See above n 53, for Elke and Movsés 


: Dasyuranc‘i. 


82 Ps.S, xxviii, p. 102 = Ps.S-T, I, p; 51, “Then an 
inspector (k‘nnof) from court came to Smbat and 
Dato ean, a certain noble whose name was Shahrapan 

andakan [huyum huubuw, Fakon wpfnifinum W- 


rain u huunnjbôwz wyp nf qijuuinp Gwhpupwp, 


npn wint tp Guhpwywh Pwlgwhwi:}.” See 


XI 
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“a certain prince Vahan, prince of the : 


Jand of Siwnik‘, had rebelled and seceded 
from the Armenians. He requested Khosrov 
king of Persia, that they might move the 
divan of the land of Siwnik‘ from Dvin to 


the city of P‘aytakaran, and that he might set. 
“that city in the census (ahrmar) of 


Atrpatakan, so that the name of Armenians 


would no longer be applied to them. And the ` 


order was carried out.”83 


which gives us a glimpse into the administrative 
divisions of the Persian empire with their centers 


and the possibility of altering them with the 


permission of the king of kings. A few otherwise 


unknown titles. such as Sahrayenapet ot. 


parsayenapet/parseanpet appear usually in military 
"contexts, but no indication is given as to their other 
duties, if any. In general identification of titles is 
complicated by their confusion with personal 
names or honorifics such as is the case for Xoteam 


_ also known as Sahrvaraz or Razmiozan, or even | 
Étazman# and especially the Persian governor sent 


above n. 60 for P‘arpec'i’s officials (gorcakalk") and nn. 
‘39, 75, for the “auditors” also sent from the court. 


83 Ibid., viii, p. 67-68 = I, p.6, “myunwipbuy p ` 


pug kkbug h dung winwikwy, Yubwh pool 


wobuphhf UpGhag, L pulinntwg h Hnupnjwy - 


gupfuyta Qupupg, qh wapgh quh? w2hhuphhü 
Dpibwg p ‘bnidwy þh Supnwhupwl fuqupwf, 
ywpghugt qfwnwfâ h qwhpvwp UunpuuwunulGh, qh 
vp bu Unshugh uni wgng p dbnuy Gngw: Ur 
huwmypkp hnmdwf6:” In this passage, Ps.S uses the 
“Persian term Sahrmar, which Thomson, Ps.S, I, p.6 
translates as “census”, whereas in a much later passage, 


Ibid., lii, p. 175 = I, p. 153, he uses the Armenian term ` 


aSyarhagir already found in Eti8é, see above n. 36, 

‘which Thomson also translates “census” E-T, p. 75-76, 
but Dowsett, MK-D, p. 54 prefers “cadastre” for the 
Persian kingdom, see n. 37. This is the second reference 
to an administration (divan) in Ps.S, see above n. 40, 
where the term is used in conjunction with the otherwise, 
unknown vaëar p‘ok‘r. i 


84 Ps.S, xxx, xxxiii, xxxiv p. 105, 111, 113 = Ps.S, I, . | 
: p.55, 64, 66 and n, 415, In the last case the parseanpet © 


seems to have been sent to Duin as governor of Armenia. 

85 Xoteam: Ibid., xxxiii, xxxiv, xxxviii, xxxix, Xl, 

p. 110, 113,115, 122, 125, 127, 129= = I, p. 62-63, 65, 66, 
88, 78, 81, 84, 88, 89, 

a) As Erazman: lbid., xxxiii, p. 110 = I, p. 62 and n. 
391, “Khoïeam, also called Éfazman as their general 
[qtantu, np Cnuquiuûf wfinôktw], qurpuginthu 
D 

‘ b) As Razmiozan: xxxiv, p. 115 = I, p. 68 and n. 426, 


“their general called Razmiozan, that is Khofeam - 


| Garsoïan 1999, p. 228 and n. 283, p. 96: 
Another “Niyorakan”, seemingly also used as a >. 


to Armenia, whose name appears both as 
_Vndatakan Xorakan and Vndatakan Niyorakan, 


where Niyorakan (Ir. Nahveraghan) has proved to 


. be neither a personal name nor an honorific, but 


the designation of an official function.*. 

On a number of occasions, Armenian writers 
whom: we have considered hitherto. refer 
imprecisely to the governors set over their country 
by the Persian authorities as  verakac‘u | 
“supervisor”, sahmanakal “keeper of the border”, 
on one occasion as Sahap, or even simply as ifyan, 


“prince, ruler”,87 However, the most common term : ` 


used by them. throughout our period to designate 
these governors is marzpan. “marcher lord, 
viceroy”, and it is on the subject of this ubiquitous 
Sasanian institution that a certain amount of: 


“information is provided. by them and even in. >. 
documentary sources. 88 i 


[quipwywph. Gngu waived Wen tuquihnqui, ap t 


| bonbe}. ” 


c) As Šahrvaraz: xxxviii, XXXİX, o P. 125, 126, 128 = I, 
p. 82, 83, 86 and n. 508. 


86 Ibid., ix, xxx, p. 72, 105 = I, p. £2, 56. ‘But see 


personal name, appears in the History of Lazar P‘arpec‘i, 
see below n. 95. Yet another Nixorakan was governor at 
Duin at the time of the Second Council of 555, GT‘, ` 
p. 200, “in the seventeenth year of Xosrov, king of kings | 
(A.D. 548) in the marzpanate of Nihorakan [h woul be 


‘ghepGbpapyn wub Woupnfnt wpfujhg wpfujh, h 


dupquuêniphuëf ‘hhnpuku}”}, where the titular . 


- aspect of the term is clearer. Finally a “glorious and k 


illustrious marzpan Qardag Nakhōragan” occurs- in the :. 
Letters of Barsauma of Nisibis, SO, p.532, 536. 
Similarly, the king’ s favourite Smbat Bagratuni, was 
called Xosrov Šum “the Joy or Satisfaction of Xosrov” 
and his son Varaztiroc’ was honoured with the 
designation of Yavitean Xosrov “Eternal Xosrov”, Ps. S, 
xxviii, p. 101-103 = Ps.S -T, p. 49-53. ; 

87 Verakac‘u, EP", I, xiv, I, xiv, p. 24, 64 = = LP” -T, 


_p. 59, 106, see also below n. 95. 


`. Sahmanakal, BP-G, p. 555- 556; Ps. S, ix, p. T= 


Ps.S-T, p. 12. 


i&yan, see above n. 64. 
Sahap, EP‘, IH, xci, p. 164 = EP‘-T, p. 224-225, 
“Bazé the governor (Sahap) of ‘Atrpayakan (qPugt A 


` qikupymywy mG zuhwy].” 


88 On the suject of the marzpanate, see Gignoux 
1984, In addition to the narrative a marzpans are 
also recorded in the following : 

a) The Council of Sahapivan of 444 is dated “in the 
seventh year of the reign of Yazkert king of Persia and 
of the marzpanate of Armenia of Vasak Siwni and the 


‘hazarapanate of Vahan Amatuni [h k wih Suqhbpuh . 


Gupupg wpfajh b Yuuwhuy Uhiüin; vupqywi- 
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.According to. most contemporary Armenian 
authors, marzpans were first sent as governors to 
Armenia by the Sasanians after the end of the 
native Arsacid dynasty in the early Vth century. 


This is most clearly spelled out in the act, i 


Lazar P‘arpec‘i: 


` ‘be deprived immediately of the throne ... 


_ (xv) Then Viam, king of Persia, sent for a 


the first time a Persian marzpan to Armenia. 


‘And from then on they fell completely under | 


. the yoke of servitude to. the i pee Persian 
race,”89 





'nuptwig Awyng b- duhuiu) Untmuniéiny a a c ‘ 


wghnaiphuGG]”, Kanonagirk', I, p. 427. 


b) The presence of Vard Patrik at the First Council 
<- of Duin, 505/6 is noted in both the conciliar letters, 
though he is given the title of marzpan only in the 


` second and is merely called ifyan in the first, GT‘, 


p. 148, 157 = Garsoïan 1999, p. 446-447. 


c)The Narratio de rebus Armeniae notes the 
presence of marzpans in Armenia, Narratio, §16, p. 23 = ` 


Mahé tr. p. 430. At § 27, p. 37 = p. 434, it refers to the 

_ governor of Armenia merely as “the Persian tyrant, [tov 

Héponv tov 16pavov}”, but the parallel Georgian text of 

Arsen Sap‘areli specifies “marzpan” at this point, Ibid; 

p- 177-178. However, neither text names any of these 
“governors.” 


d) The continuous presence of marzpans in Armenia’ 


after the fall of its Arsacid dynasty, is noted in thé 
NFanagir attributed to Eznik, col. 519, 11. 42-43. 


e) An unexpected reference to Armenian marzpans is . 


also to be found in the Letter of Simeon of Beth Aršam 


who was present at the First Council of Duin in 505/6,- | 


‘Latin translation in BO I, col. 355 = Garsoïan 1999, 
p.455, “trente-deux évêques de Grande Arménie de 
Perse avec leurs marzpans fin the ptural].” 


EP. F, xiv-xv, p.24-25 = EPT, p. 59-60, :. 


“Cdaud) bpwfwi wup dundunqubh h pug wnân 


-e qpuqminpnip fib | aDpumithut XV) Bo 
. wjGthbuk wnufbgw. wh h Unuvtuy wpfuyjté . 


Mupuhg jupbuphu fmyng epqywd qwpuph Uu 
gejGvhbwut byki h uyun þh uyon wGkbuif pig 
pa] dwnwjmphwt whopki wqqh@ upukg.” The 
same is repeated, albeit with less precision, by Fłišē, E, 


4, i, p. 6 = E-T, p. 60, “On the extinction of the Arsacid : 
line, the race of Sasan the Persian ruled over Armenia : 
[Pugh k punGw, wqqhl Upgminiitmg, wprkghlé . 


w7zuphpu Awmg uqgi Uunuwubu)] ywpulh]”, and 
even by the later Narratio §155-16, p.28 = Mahé tr. 


p. 430 “ext tod Baodéws Bpopoand kal éni tod tod. 


Apraxétn. Kat per’ adrobs Ékpétnoav rdv Apueviov 


“ol papondvot. [sous le roi Viam-Sapuh... sous son fils ` 


de Artašēs. Après eux,. des marzpans gouverněrent 
l'Arménie.].” 


“.,,(Viam) ordered that Arta3és should - 


Vubnity, + 
' aGnphbhy quphG mp ywpqh wpuphu:}.” 


However, as we saw earlier, the Epic. Histories 


` mention the coming of a marzpan to Armenia even 


earlier, in the later IVth century, during the 
regency of Queen Zarmanduyt, the widow of King 
Pap, and of the commander-in-chief Manuël 
Mamikonean for the king’s minor sons. But, this . 
first episode does not’ seem to : have ended 
successfully. i 

During . the betises period of Persian 
domination down to the Arab conquest of the VIIth 
century, Armenia continued to be administered by 
marzpans, some of whom, but not all, were Persian 


. grandees, while others were Armenian princes. In. 


the case of Atrormizd Arfakan, designated by 


. Yazkert II to pacify Armenia at the time of the 


great rebellion of 450-451, his name identifies him 


as a Persian official of Armenian Arsacid 


descent.%! Understandably, the Armenian marzpans 


‘attracted the attention of the native sources who ` 





. 9 See above p. 63 and n. 28; cf. however, BP, V, 
` xxxviii, p. 223 = BP-G, p. 250, where as the result of a 


false denunciation, “... the commander-in-chief Manuël 

. allowed only the marzpan Surén to go free ona single. 
horse granting to him his life [qopmdwpf Awjag 
qlupquuül Unpt@ upwab wpéwbkn, 


Interestingly, the Epic Histories even record a 


+ marzpan named Varaz-Sapuh in Atrpatakan much earlier 


in the IVth century, during the reign of the Armenian 
king Tiran, lbid., Ill, xx, p.61 = p.95, “Wwpug 
‘Guyneh wi pay wey afl vwpg yh.” : 
IEP, H, xl, p.73 = EP-T, p.117, “(Yazkert} 
ordered a certain Atrormizd, from Armenia to be left as 


_marzpan … When (general) MuSkan saw king Yazkert’s 


letter and had heard the orders it contained, he appointed 


_ Atrormizd ArSakan marzpan in Armenia ... according to 


the instructions in the king’s letter, {[(Gwqhbniu) 
qüupnpdhqn nf wûn, pagpuphté Àuwng 
dupqauê  bpuduyjtp ponny, + Dr ububuw] 
Unha qhpndupqull pwquinphl Saqhbkpunh, 
u hwg, qpwfud k hpnyupywhkG' hugmgwhtp h 
luju dupiquuG qÜunpandhgn poulub, … pun 
qplghjngh -h hpndmpywhkG  pwugquinnhô].” 
Atrormizd is also known to Elisé, E, p. 128 = E-T, 
p. 180-181, who gives additional details about him, 
“Then the king wrote to one of the greatest nobles, 
Atrormizd by name, whose principality touched on the 


. land of Armenia and who had cooperated with the 


general in that war, and he appointed him governor 
(marzpan) of the land of Armenia [8wjädwuf quh nG 
juiwq Supupwupugh* Dupnpdhqn winwi , npn] 


‘hapunuppr@G pul pant tp ply duigng wunhhô 


u qnpdwlbg Ep qopwuppa h GupG œquukpuquh : 


_qptp & ‘ywGaG wnGkp tw qugpuphd Lung ` 


twupqyuiniphwitp:].” 
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identified them explicitly: The apostate Vasak 
Siwni, during the great rebellion, and subsequently 
Sahak Bagratuni appointed by Vahan Mamikonean 


_, during the second rebellion. Most particularly later _ 


in the Vth century Vahan Mamikonean himself, 
. who obtained an all but autonomous status for 
Armenia, followed briefly by his brother Vard 
„patrik, and ultimately, in the early VIIth century, 
Varaztiroc‘ Bagratuni, the son of Xusrô IFs 
favourite Smbat Xosrov Sum, are all well known 
and attested.” 2. : 





92 à) Vasak Siwni: LP*, I, xxv, xxx, xxxii, xlvi, p. 47, | 


57-61, 84-85 = LP*-T, p. 85, 98-99, 101-102, 130-131, 
“Vasak, lord of Siwnik‘, who at that time was marzpan 
of ‘Armenia, Eluuwuk UpriGbag wkpl, np b fb 
durni d'upqu wi Ep Aung...].” Ebige, E, p. 71 = ET; 
p. 122, refers to Vasak as marzpan, but elsewhere. he 
usually leaves off this title and prefers to dwell on 
Vasak’s apostasy. See above n. 88a for the record of 
“Yasak’s presence . as marzpan at the council’ of 
Sahapivan. 


b) Sahak Bagratuni: LP, Tl, Ixviii-Ixx, p. 121-122, 


125-126, 128-129 = LP‘-T, p. 175-176, 180-181, 184- 


185, “the lord of the Bagratunik‘, Sahak, whom the . 


Armenians and the Armenian general Vahan had at that 
time appointed marzpan of Armenia. . [nkpü 
Pugpmunibhwg Uwhwh, qnp wjf k qopwywpi 
wyg thahwé : p dufuiuthl mít vmpqy mb 
.. Ywpgkhé gmyng].” | 

`- €) Vahan Mamikonean: Jbid., mm, XCxiX, p. 178 = 

p. 240, etc. “Straightway king Vatarš, in unison with all 
‘the nobility of the court and of the Aryans, ordered an 

edict to be sent to Armenia to appoint the lord of the 


Mamikoneank‘ and general of Armenia, Vahan, as 


marzpan of Armenia. Bringing the edict of appointment 
to. the marzpanate, they gave it to Vahan, lord of the 


Mamikoneank‘ and general of Armenia; and with the - 


support of almighty God they confirmed him as marzpan 
over Armenia. So Vahan, lord of the Mamikoneank‘, 
` general of Armenia and marzpan received the edict of 


- governorship from the hands of the envoy [Yuan ymnwyp | . 


hpwidwytp puqweinpd Amr ap, Uhwpulatphudp 
ufbiuji mimgmiiiny qnuwûG L Upbug’ hpnJwupaulk 
wnh) þh fwjyu, u qnkpG Uudhbnäbühg b&b 


qqopwļwpi Lung dwhmt vupqywi h dhpuy 


w2fuiphhG 2uyng Yupght: tr phphmy ghpnjupqul 
| vupqumfinipbwGé’ wajh ggopwdwph fwg gmkpå 


“. VurfhlnthGhg duhwG, ù mgm} hqnppG thunnidny | | 


Yupqymd qiw h dhkpuy wzpwphhi dung upghay 
hase wna te 

. Puy np VurthynGtapg YuhwG, qopu- 
dun éujng k Junquu, paywybmy qhpodupqwhe 
dupquwfniphwuB6 h äbnmg rhuuu@h]." P‘arpec‘i 


also speaks of Vahan as marzpan in the Letter he - 


addresses to him, /bid, p. 186, 190 = p. 248, 262. This i is 
again corroborated by Ps.S, viii, p. 67 = Ps.S-T, p. 5, 
_.“Kawat ... summoned Vahan to court ... He bestowed 


‘of Smbat Bagratuni called Khosrov Shum ... 
. him marzpan and sent him to Armenia .. 


XE 


The list of the Persian marzpan of Armenia is . 
more difficult to reconstitute.” Except for the 


_ uncorroborated mention in the Epic Histories, no 


marzpans are identified by name in the sources 
until the middle of the Vth century. The rule of 


. Atrormizd during the Armenian rebellion has 


already been noted and Pseudo-Seb&os merely . 
asserts that after the death of Vard Patrik at the | 
beginning of the VIth century, Persian marzpans ` 


.came... (and) the Armenians remained in 


submission down to the marzpan Surën and : 


- Vardan [H] “lord of the Mamikoneans” toward the 


end of the same century. The most that can be 


- deduced from the information we possess is that `` 


the situation was anything but clear during the 
earlier great revolt of the mid Vth century. The 
“governor” of. Armenia, appointed by the vuzurg 
framadär, Mihrnerseh, and not the king himself, is. 
merely called an “overseer” (verakac‘u), while the : 
other nobles “set over Armenia”, Niyorakan Sebuyt 


among them, are given no further titles by 





on him the office of marzpan of the country [huruan + 
Yansk qiwhufi h moin … ti nwy Ga | 
q'upquuwufiucphl wkaphpht}.” u 
d) Vard patrik: Ibid., p. 67 = p. 5-6, “After Vahan his 
brother the patrik Vard held the office for a short time, 
then died. After him Persian marzpans came... down to 
the marzpan Surén and Vardan {II} lord of the 
Mamikoneans [8h Yuhwdwy Yop. qhapwinip hot 
dupn Gwempph tnpwypi Gnpu uwkur pls 
dudubwk U denme Qik unpu bYypd d'upquul 
qupubh … hisu gUmpté vupquat L gdupnwid 
UuthhnäbGhg mntpü:l” See above n, 88b for the 


- presence of Vard patrik as marzpan at the first Council 


of Duin. 

e) Varaztiroc‘ Bagratuni: /bid., xl, p. 128-129 = 
p. 86-87, “Then king Kawat summoned Varaztirots‘, son 
He made 
in order. to 
keep the country in prosperity. [8w dut hangt upfuy 
Uwiw q'upuquhnng qnpyh Ufpuuniu] r 
FunpuuorGiny nunn] Gout kushghiny … anik 
giu Junquul kb wpdawkt k Augu = - ab quzjupht 


b-ghGnip-twG quhbugt]." 


: 93 The list given by de Morgan 1919, p. 359-360 = 
the English translation p. 403-404 is not reliable since it 


-do not always differentiate between officially appointed 


marzpans and army commanders sent to Armenia. see 
below nn. 99-101. ; ; 

94Ps.S, viii, p.67 = Ps.S-T, p. 6, “Quah dapa. 
Cluny Geuphh) bypG cupquwi ympuphf. … Auf 
h biwquGnnrphwd Yah whisk gÜniptû tape 
k. qlupgut Vwi pyaikhg Epes: ay 


. XIE 


P‘arpec‘i% even though Elišē in the parallel -> 


passage of his History identifies one of them as 


“the marzpan whose name was Sebukht.”% The . 


only other marzpan explicitly mentioned in this 


- confused period is the locally appointed Armenian ` 


' Sahak Bagratuni. 

` At some point after the end of the great revolt 
of 450-451 and of the marzpanate of Atrormizd, 
whose length is not indicated, another Persian 
marzpan, Atrvsnasp Yozmandean seems to have 
been appointed in Armenia at the time of the revolt 
of Vahan Mamikonean late in the Vth century. But 
he was compelled to flee the country together with 
the hazarapet of Armenia, Vehvehnam.”’ By the 
time the Persian general Zarmihr Hazarawuyt sent 
from Persia moved northward against Georgia, a 
different marzpan,. Sapuh from the great house of 


.Mibran, is said to have. been left behind in ` | 
. Armenia No official title is given for Niyor, 





35 EP, IN, xxxv, p.64 = EPST, p- 106, “(Vasask | 


Siuni) sent letters to Nixorakan Sebuxt and all the other 


nobles whom Mihrnerseh had set over Armenia. The - 


latter had made his confident VehSapuh governor 
(verakac‘u) of Armenia [wpwp Gwulwy Uù mn 
vhhopuluG Ubpnipu u un wy wugu, qap wphwy 
kp WhhpGthpubh h Ybpw Amjng Lu dbhgugarh 
bucuviwph{ Jhpukugne wpwp].” .The thrust of this 
passage is particularly unclear, since as was noted above, 
n. 86, Niyorakan is: the designation of a particular pers 
and not a personal name. See also.n. 99, 103. 
96 See below n. 103. 
ST EP*, HE, bxvi-lxvii, p.118, 120-121 = EP*-T, 
p- 171-172, 175, “Their commander-in-chief was 
' Zarmihr Hazarawuyt while the marzpan of Armenia was 
Atrvénasp Yozmandean. ... the plain where the marzpan 
of Armenia was encamped; with him was the hazarapet 
of Armenia, Vehvehnam. ... ... the marzpar and the 
. hazarapet ... fled ... and reached the fortress of ArtaSat 


... and fled to. Atrpatakan. [qepuwqymfo tp. Qupuphp . 


_fmqupuinpu, k twjng wopuphbu Unpdoiway 
Bnqtwinbwi tp wunqqui b nuui, mp 
pudwhkp vupquywif: Aumjng Bupjzßwuy Bnqfw- 
GqbuG L wn Ghi huqupwybmG dbhfbhdud, … … , 
upg ywhG ù huqupuuthué … himpunmbwh hithe 
» wâfwstþhi h phpnñ Uae was s 
gôuhé þh Ynndmûu Bnpyuuuuüh:]." 

98 Ibid., IL, Ixxix-lxxx, lxxxi, p. 146, 148 = p. 204- 
- 205, 207 “(Peroz) ordered him to go to Georgia … and 

to leave Sapuh from the house of Mihran there in 

Armenia as marzpan with a detachment of troups [Guus 

` hpuvfayjtp bppur pb dhpu + qGuymh h Uphpwh 


uohifti wGntG w2pwpbhi dmjng ponny que 


“funquuû]", though everywhere else,. especially 
-  {xxxviii, p. 158 = p.218, he is referred to as general 
© (z6ravar) with no other title. Thus, purportedly, in 


+ ipmpunbtay FA 


Vinaspdat sent from the court to replace him, but 


the immediate predecessor, as marzpan, of the 
' Armenian prince Vahan Mamikonean was 


Andekan, who himself advised the king to grant 
the office to Vahan.” 
No additional data is available for the period 


following the death of Vard Patrik at the beginning © 
of the Vith century, except for, the already 


mentioned statement that he was followed by 
Persian governors, whose names are not given in 
the Armenian sources. For the later period of the : 
Sasanian dynasty, during the late Vith and first 
half of the Vilth centuries, information is provided 
by the Pseudo-Sebéos, who may be including 
earlier lists, but much of it is far from clear. There ` 


… is no doubt that the Surén, whose murder in 572. 


inaugurated the revolt of Vardan I Mamikonean, 
had officially been appointed marzpan of Armenia 


` by the Persian court,! but thereafter, the author 


gives a list of successive generals operating in : 
‘Armenia.}°! Only in the last two cases of Hrahat - 





Sapuh’s own words, “after Hazarawuyt went to Georgia 
and left me there as general [jopduf 4mqupwintpm h. 
bou qüug qhu win tt qopmgnehe pan gGnhGl” 

9 Ibid., Ixxxviii, p. 159 = p. 219, "they hastened to . 
dispatch to Armenia Nixor VSnaspdat, a calm and 
thoughtful man, concerned for the land’s welfare 
ljunganwhh haipad qubbap qhzbwuyqwn, quip 
hiq L quuwgh U mzpwpbw7tf, … fp fu. 
upéwkthä].” itis also possible that the first part of the 


name stands for the title of Miyorakan, see above nn. 86, | 


93, and below n. 103. 
100 ps'S, viii, p. 67 = Ps.S-T, p. 6. “Then in the as 


“year of the reign of Khosrov, son of Kawat, Vardan 


rebelled and rejected submission to Persian rule in 
unison with all the Armenians. They killed the marzpan 
Surén, taking him by surprise in the city of Dyin, [Br 
hou h WU wth puquinparphui Woapmjw) apni. 
turunu wyenwtpbhwg Yupnwi u h pug bug fr 
dSunuyoipbGk puguinpnipbmGG Yupuhg hun bpd 
Uhwpminipbuifp wifbGwjG 4myuunmuibunf: 


` Uumébuy; qUnipki  d'upquuf saGhupdurpta b- 
` tahi fuqufh}” 


101 Jhid., ix, p. 70-71 = p. 10-12. “Now these are the . 
generals (zawravark' } of the Persian king who came one 


- ‘after the other to this land of Armenia, from the rebellion. 


of Vardan Mamikonean... down to the present time [wju 
bR quipudupf wpfujh@ Auuhg , ap Wybe dh puh 
dhosk bpyppl Aug? youunudporpbhGk Lupulu `. 
… UpGsh qujumep dufufulh}” In each case the 


` length of stay is indicated (ranging up to 7 years for. | 
“P'ilippos lord of Siwnik‘” who must have been an 


Armenian and “the great Parthian and Pahlav aspet”, 
otherwise unidentified, who may likewise have been 


Armenian) and thereby suggesting that these were not 
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and Hratrin Datan does he identify them as 
marzpans rather than as leaders of military 
operations ® and he uses the term sahmanakal 
rather than marzpan for the “governors” who 
followed them.193 

As far as can be judged from the occasional 
references of the Armenian sources, the 
jurisdictions of the marzpans were not of equal 
. importance. These texts are familiar with major 
provinces such as Armenia, Albania, Georgia, 
Atrpatakan in Caucasia and Vrkan/Gurgan south of 
the Caspian, granted by Xusr6 I to his favourite, 
prince Smbat Bagratuni, being administered by 
marzpans,'™ but also with considerably smaller 


merely comanders of military expeditions, but had 
additional administrative duties as well. 

102 Ibid., ix, p. 71 = p. 12, “Then the marzpan Hrahat 
who went to Nisibis ... He stayed four years and 
departed. Then came the marzpan Hratrin Datan. ... He 
stayed for two years and departed [Uuw Lpwhuud 
Uupqywl, np gimg h UpaniifG … bhymg snpu 
wibu’ k qhwg: Uyw bh Zpunppl ‘hbuuwl 
Jupquul. su Ghug wtu bplnr l qGwg].” 

103 idem, “Then Persian governors (sahmanakalk‘) 
came until the end of the peace between Persians and 
Greeks and between the two kings Maurice and 
Khosrov. ... Wndatakan Khorakan, ... then Merakbut; 
then Yazdén; then Batmah; then Hoyiman [Uqu byho 
awbWfuwfuluyf uuwpuhlf dpésl guywnna ti 
þpunwgqnpbuwii np h uky Supubg u Smug U b 
ukp puquinpugl bnängniüg' Vunphu] k 
Rnuprduz + Aplquuuwukul: Wun wapukwid (sic, 
see Ps.S-T, p. 12 n. 88) … Uyw Ubpubpninb: Uo 
BwqntôG Uyw Anindwh: yw énjpluûé:].” This 
list is repeated with minor alterations at Ibid., xxx, 
p- 105 = p. 56, where the enigmatic Niyorakan reappears 
as against the mistake in the earlier list. 

“These are the governors (sahmanakalk‘) for the 
Persian kingdom during the years of that treaty in 
Armenia and in the city of Dvin: Vndatakan Nikhorakan 
... Then Merkut; then Yazdén; then Butmah; then 
Yemann. [bi wju bh uwfudukwjf wEpniphull 
Mupuhg mu hugnnpbul h Laymumul bpypp k p 
nih fuqu£f: UGnuunuwh, Lppojppaymd … uw 
UVtphniun. + wyw Swqnté. wyau fininduh. oyun 
Bhfub:].” 

104 a) Armenia, see especially above nn. 89-92, 93- 
94, 96-97, 99-103; 

b) Albania, MK, II, xiv, p. 154 = MK-D, p. 95-96, 
“the Persian prince (ifyan) and governor (kusakal) who 
was the marzpan of Albania, Sema Vštnas (sic, cf. p. 96 
n. 1) by name [yniuwhw, hpu Mupuhg np Ep 
dupquul Unyniwibg wzpwphþu Ubrum 
wn fnpw}.” 

c} Georgia, EP", H, xiv, p. 83 = LP*-T, p. 129, “while 
I (Vasak Siwni) was marzpan of Georgia and controlled 


units, such as Koprik and even the crucial Pass of 
Cor at Derbent. In these latter cases, their 
marzpans could on occasion be subordinated to the 
orders of their more powerful colleagues.!% At 
times and under royal command, even the Surën, 
marzpan of Armenia, followed the orders of the 
local Persian commander-in-chief, such as Zarmihr 
Hazaravuxt, who left him behind in Armenia while 
he himself carried the war into Georgia. Moreover, 
the marzpan was not necessarily the only royal 
official in a given province! Even though 
marzpans Were unquestionably drawn from the 
upper ranks of the nobility no particular order of 
precedence is discernible among apointees, nor is 
there any indication that this office was at any time 
héreditary in any particular clan. On the contrary, 
in the cases of unmistakeably Armenian marzpans, 
the sources painstakingly underline the fact that the 
marzpanate was a Persian office distinct from local 
dignities even where the same man was 
simultaneously honoured with both, one native and 
inherited wherereas the other was administrative 
and bestowed by the Persians. Thus the Armenian 
writers do not fail to record that Vasak was prince 
of Siwnik‘ and marzpan, or that Vahan was lord of 





the pass of Albania [bu dhôs dpug fvmpqywifi Eh 
ning Uynimibg jh#nif abnhi tp']” 

d} Atrpatakan, see above n. 90. 

e) Vrkan/Gurgan, Ps.S, xiv, p. 96 = Ps.S -T, p. 43-44, 
“It happened at that time that Smbat Bagratuni became 
pleasing in the eyes of king Khosrov. He gave him the 
marzpanate over the land of Vrkan, made him prince 
(i§yan) over all that region [be bunk h ¢mfufimhhe 
yojivpy huénjwiw, U~pwiny Pwgpwwnriiny popu 
Wnupnyjnr wpfwjph way h Gw qvupquwincppré 
bpyph@ Apywdwy wnGt qiu paw h qbpw) 
ulbGwj@ Yanfwii wjGnphh,].” 

105 Koprik', EP“, II, Ixvii, p. 121 = EP'-T, p. 175, 
“the marzpan (of Armenia) ... taking troops from 
Atrpatakan and from the marzpan of Koprik‘ 
[jundunubh sUnpywnwyuit qay wnbu], b þh 
ouptug vupqywikh}.” 

The C‘oray Pass, E, p. 74-75 = E-T, p. 125-126, 
“The second section they entrusted to Vardan... against 
the marzpan of Chor ... ... the marzpan whose name was 
Sebukht (cf. P- 74/125 n. 2) [qniûnû bpkpopn nwjh h 
åbn dupquiuy - h Jhbpuy fmpquwipf apuy … 
w bgnyg d'unquwuGhG npmd want Ep Wkpaijpna]:” 
See also the preceding note b, c. 

According to Ps.S, xxvii, p. 99 = Ps.S-T, p.47, 
Xusr6 II at the beginning of the VIIth century, promoted 
his favourite Smbat Bagratuni, “above all the marzbans 
of his kingdom [fhèwgnigubt h dup fug qulbbGw ji 
Viapquywiu hipay wkpnpbhub wnGbyng].” 

106 See nn, 97, 112. 


XI 


110 


the Mamikonean, sparapet'' “commander-in-chief” 


of Armenia — the hereditary prerogative of his 


house — and marzpan. Moreover, at the time that 


Vasak Siwni. was marzpan, Vardan Mamikonean 
did not share this dignity, but was asparapet (sic) 
of Armenia and lord of the Mamikoneank‘.107 


Similarly, the marzpans are distinguished from _ 


other Persian officials such as the hazarapet.'8 


Under normal circumstances, marzpans were 


appointed by the king himself through an official 


~ edict, although we are toid that Xusrô I] granted to. 
his favourite Smbat Bagratuni the extraordinary 
` right “to make marzpan whomever he wished,” 109 : 
and in times of crisis the right of the sovereign . 


could be usurped by Armenian or Persian rebel 
generals. Such was the case for Sahak Bagratuni 


appointed by Vahan Mamikonean during the — 
second Armenian rebellion.!!° Alhough undoubted : 
military responsibilities were included in his 
governorship, the marzpan doës not seem to have | 
had the ultimate military authority in time of war . 
‘when he was subordinate to the commanding . 
* general sent from the court.!" Local fortresses 





107 See above. n. 92 a and c, for Vasak and Vahan. 


- The same is true of Sahak Bagratuni, Idem b. and as we 


shall see of his VHth century descendant, Smbat Xosrov _ 


Sum. See e.g. E P', H, xxx, p. 57 = LP*-T, p. 98, “Vasak, 
Rove of Siwnik, who was marzpan at that time 


PhuGhé UhiGhug duuwkuj, op k dupquwé tp. 


huag h duvtwGubpé.]:” Idem, p. 59 = p. 98, “Vardan; 
lord of the Mamikoneank‘ and sparapet of Armenia 
[upywiw) ubwnfi Wudpynithg bb  swyng 


` uympwy bine.” Zbid, I, xxv, p. 47 = p. 85, “Those of PR 
the greatest Armenian nobility who set out at that time 


were the following: ... Vasak, lord of Siwnik‘, who at 
that time was marzpan of Armenia... Vardan asparapet 
of Armenia and lord of the Mamikoneank*.. To. apf h 


dwn p vbdudhd miuqufinnji dung mnp - 


wibbw, Gubuwywunphnnnhgul. wyunpuk Wa 


_ Wwuwh UhiGtug mtpi ap lb h dufnif fupquubG | | 


tp {myng + Tm duyng jou ou u npt 
. Wurtphabtpg -- 


108 Thus Le i invariably. observes that both the — 
< hazarapet of Armenia, Vehvehnam and the marzpan, 


whom he identifies as AtrvSnasp Yozmandean were two 
distinct individuals, though they fled together from 
Vahan Mamikonean, EP‘, I, Ixvi-lxvii, P 118, 121 = 
EP°-T, p. 172, 174 and above n. 97. 


109 Ps.S, xxxviii, p.101 = Ps.S-T, p. 50, pat” 


Gin wnâi, J'upquG qap küfü Yudhugh:” 
. H0 See above n. 92b, poe 

-o HIEP, Ixi p.148 = EPT, p.207, “After 
‘Hazarawuyt’s (the commander-in-chief) departure for 


S pas We meee) Sapuh remained in Ok‘al and 


could be under direct Persian control garrisoned by 


Persian troops or might be seized by the 
Armenian.!? The expenses for the maintenance of 


_the marzpan and his entourage apparently was 


normally born by the royal treasury or through 


`. local taxes, except in the case of native princes, 


who might be expected to assume the expenses of 
this maintenance.''3 Finally, we have no indication 
of the length of tenure of the office, although 


'. Pseudo-Sebéos gives figures for several individuals 


ranging from one to seven years. The longest are : 


‘the eight years attributed to Smbat Bagratuni’s rule _ 


of Vrkan. The most likely conclusion from most. l 





attempted to carry out Hazarawuyt’s orders [bu qhia 
* qGmghg 2wqupwinipinny p Appu Jdümjn Guyach 


jOfmqu, W. mu fumepit Di 


 Suqupurnrjuua;l.” 


112 For the fortresses, see BP, IV, Iviii, p. 183 = BP- 


© G, p.178, “Sapuh king of Persia likewise ordered 
~ fortresses to be built in the most impregnable localities 
. in Armenia and he also ordered keepers (berdakalk”) _ 


installed there [61 mmhp hbpufwl Guych wpfujf 


S Gwpohg quinnp wioip  wbnhui Zwjng phpnu 


ebôty hpudwmubug L phpquyuu YugmegwGb}:).” 


' EP‘, IH,-Ixxx, p. 146 = EP*-T, p. 205, The great fortress ` 


of Botberd in Basean was commanded by a. Persian. - 
official named YezatvSnasp, who was under the orders 
of the marzpan, Sapub, but the commander of the 
fortress in the administrative capital of Duin, was 
evidently a Persian, and distinct from the local marzpan, 
see p. 79 and n. 115. At times of rebellion, however, the 


natives managed to seize. control of the fortresses, E, i 
~ p. 131-132 = E-T, p. 183-184. 


113 This seems to be the main argument for the 


recognition of Vahan Mamikonean and granting him the 


marzpanate, rather than appointing a Persian governor. 


LP‘, WE, xeviii, p. 177-178 = LP*-T, p, 240, “if a Persian 
: marzpan went to the country (Armenia), he would come .. 


with his wife and children, household and friends, 
servants and maids. If ali of these were kept on the 
payroll (see n. 4) of the lord of the Aryans, it would be : 
no little expense; and if they were supported by the 


` country, great losses would befall its inhabitants. But if. 
©: ‘he (Vahan Mamikonean) were to be (marzpan) he would 
” consume the provisions of his own house, all that would 
. be reckoned as a gain for the treasury, and as profit for 


the royal government. [itmpquwid wwpupy op bppwy 
pazpuph@ dw. bppwy  npatndf, qudp 


ubphnyf, Sunwyhif Uù wquhühor. W wif. 


wibGbfbud pk qUpbhmg mbwni qanipl muki’ sh 
uukur ému, k pk quofpounhhü mink zum 
Yyualg buuwËt wghuphhG vupnkwh: hub Gu pt 


bb" qhp wwG0 buvpwp nunk, b wyi, wthGur jh 
- -gapfauih guiá te u a hrug ognun | 
pee 
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indications is that the marzpan served at the king’s 
pleasure or until his own violent death. !!4 
No general picture of Persian administration, 
even in a vassal state such as Armenia can be 
reconstructed from its fragmentary native sources. 
We have far too little material for such an attempt. 
Nevertheless, a few observations may perhaps not 
be unwarranted. Throughout the Sasanian period, 
power ultimately rested with the king, who 
appointed the great officials and could even grant 
to a favourite authority outside his jurisdiction. 
Suċh was the case of Smbat Bagratuni, whose 
official position was that of marzpan of Vrkan, but 
who was given by Xusrō Il extraordinary powers 
which ovérrode the authority of the Armenian 
marzpan in the latter's own administrative seat. 
When the marzpan and the commander of the 
fortress of Duin complained to the king concerning 
Smbat’s reconstruction of the city’s cathedral 
warning that: 
“Tt is very close to the fortress and there 
is danger from an enemy. 


The order came back from the king: ‘Let 
the fortress be demolished and the church 
built in that very spot’.”!!5 

As has just been noted the two frameworks of 
society, the nexus of Armenian social structure and 
Persian officialdom, operated side by side but did 
not intermingle. One man might belong to both but 
the sources carefully distinguish them one from the 
other. One last minor but resistent detail of 
bureaucratic practice seems to have caught the 
attention of Armenian authors for the entire 
Sasanian period, since it is first mentioned by the 
Epic Histories, in connexion with the TVth century, 
and it is still noted by both Pseudo-Sebéos and 
Movsés Dasyuranc‘i toward the end of the 
Sasanian era: oaths or treatise to be valid and 





114 Ps.S, ix, p. 69-71 = Ps.S-T, p. 10-12. Smbat 
Bagratuni is given 8 years in Vrkan, Ibid., xvii, p. 100 = 
p.48, and the murder of the Surén marking the 
beginning of the Armenian revolt of 572 is given 
correctly but with no indication of the length of his 
tenure, Ibid., ix, p. 70 = p. 10. 

15 Ps.S, xxvii, p. 100 = Ps.S-T, p. 49, “ti gpbiw, 
ghp wilpuunmänephwl pbpqukhwjh U funquuühü 
un wpfuy, bpt “Guph dbpd E wn phnnü, U 
déuuwkup k h pofudiny’ épud ul hwubw; 
gepPayk, bpk Phn fubhugh, L bibnbghl 
winpti fp Bhd wbryinpi 2hGbugh’.” See above n. 
104e for Smbat’s appointment to Vrkan. 


binding had to be sealed with the royal ring 
bearing the Sasanian effigy of a wild boar (varaz) 
and over salt.!16 Pe 

Finally, despite constant Armenian jeremiads, 
the Persian domination of the country was not 
invariably oppressive. To be sure, the Epic 
Histories stress the devastating campaign of 
Sahpür II against king Aršak of Armenia late in the 
IVth century. 7 Likewise, the two main sources 
for the Vth century that have come down to us, the 
Histories of Lazar P‘arpec‘i and of Eti8é have as a 
focus the great rebellion led by Vardan 
Mamikonean provoked by Yazkert I’s attempt to 
reimpose Zoroastrianism on an already Christian 
Armenia. But it should be noted that not only was 
Atrormizd ArSakan, the marzpan sent to pacify the 
country, of probable Armenian descent,'!® but that 
both historians admit that the king. 

“Instructed him by letter not to disturb 
the Armenian populace but to subdue them 
peacefully and to allow every one to 
practice Christianity freely... 

Atrormizd remained as marzpan of 
Armenia. He sent many conciliatory letters 
to different parts of Armenia to this effect: 
‘Come, settle down without fear, and do not 
be alarmed.’ He wrote and sealed these 
words of good news that everyone would be 
allowed to practice Christianity in the 
fashion that each person desired. At these 
news all [the Armenians} in Persia and 
Siwnik‘ joyfully gathered together... 





116 BP, IV, liii, p. 170 = BP-G, p. 170, 171 “And in 
accordance with the usage for solemn oaths in the 
kingdom of Persia, (Sapuh II) had salt brought in, and 
sealed it with his own seal ring bearing the effigy of a 
wild boar (varaz) [bu fw tw pbpbf pum onhüugû 
huvumuphd kppvuig puquiopniphuül Gwpupg* 
wy, bOfb; yupwq Ehupughp dunumühur.].” Cf. PSS, 
x, xii, xxxix, p. 74, 83, 128 = Ps.S-T, I, p. 16, 27, 85, 
“king Kawat ... had an oath taken to him (Heraclius), 
salt-sealed [hurmm wpfwjl.. muy mahiy dw 
hpna, my 4êfh].” and MK, IL, i, p. 110 = MK-D, 
p. 64, “the king of kings summoned Babik, gave him a 
royal warrant sealed with his ring bearing the sign of a 
boar [upfmjG upfwjhg nyt wn h6fG qgfuphh U 
muy; \ébn puquinpnrphwd Lôéfhuy dupuquqhn 
Yunwibwr].” , 

117 BP, IV, xxi-lv, p. 144-180 = BP-G, p. 153-176. 

118 See above p. 74. l 


XIL 
E n 


The. marzpan Atrormizd arrived in 

. Armenia with good will and in peace...”119 
The king undoubtedly exercised at times his 
. power to deprive the Armenian nobles of their 


ancestral prerogatives of office, rank or posses- . - 


sions, even in the case of a great magnate such as 


Vasak prince of Siwnik*,!”° but these rights might | 


also be returned, as was done for Babik, an earlier 
‘prince of Siwnik‘.'?) Hereditary pre-rogatives were 





“HSEPS IL xl, p.73 = EPCT, p. 117, “[(Bughbpu) : 
qüunpnpdhqn nta who . pw7pmphka 2uwujng, 


dupqum Bpunfu tp ponny, npmif gush wnükp 
 hpndupnukoy quupnhhé Awjng spérauuniguGb;, 
. wy, uþpay Eniwhby, L quupunnû su An 

budupémhwuku näk) wWdbhäkgnif: … 
Ut vGwghw, upapdhqn dupquui mhwphhu 


' £uyng’ puqon? prugpu. bunuqnpbwuf wnbtp ho 
whyhu ubnhu Awjng  wajuunhhô, pk ‘bhwgf : 
gbGtguper’f  wGbphhigniphudp, bk dh has 


‘ quphniphf’. ynpu qptp U YGftp webuuwmnp pubu, 


ainphby wifhibgnG@ gqhupqg . ?ppunnikncphwf, : | 


apyku u ywdhgh pun htpufulship Rens. fp? h 
hudfpu.f julijnnipbudp h Sepubg L 
dannjtigul uWbGhfhub].” 


> E, p.129 = E-T, p.181, “Upn lé . bto. 
dupqyu68 Unpapthgy yazhuph@ dung upped.” 


fomn mipburfp:.” 


120 EP“, IL, xlvi, p. 84-85 = EP“T, p. 130-131, “Then 


the. king called forward the prince of Siwnik‘, Vasak, 
_-and with extremely angry heart began to upbraid him: ... 


... henceforth you are no longer lord of Siwnik'... King . 


Yazkert commanded him to be deprived with pias 
there in his presence of every honour he possessed .. 
stripped him of every insignia of his princely rank... 
. [Bwjidut janus Unsbgbhuy pwgwuinppt qhobude 
Uprdbug Youu’ ukuwe uwunph u wnanbjwytu 
 quypugbur upnpt ouh poy Offa ü woh, se … 
juju hint UhiGbug ntp shu … Aputwb nup 


puquinpé Swqÿhnn wink? qunwypbmi Ennoqut h - 


Bwt poludmfof quitfuyl quupié qnp nkp. h 


… Jbphugnighuy h Gum BE qdupqupubu wud 


wkpoipb wh ‘1? 


0 RE MK, M, ii, p. 111.= MK-D, p. 64, “Babik then’ 
requested that his native land be returned to him. This. 
_the king granted, and he sent him in great honour back to . 
his own country, bestowing upon him the same rank as 


that of the Bagratunis and the Mamikoneans. [bi wow 


fOnptp Pmphy, jupfuté qpiwhwi mapmphi pep p 
fim, pmpdnigmGby. b 


VudpynGbuidu hodfwumutunnikj:]." 


Similarly, E, p. 197 = E- T, p. 241, “Yazkert king of 
kings ... promised to restore to them each one’s 


eat in accordance with his hereditary ‘rank . 


*.[Buqhbpwn apfajbg upfuy. Pnuvimgwr ww Gngu 


Cp Unbtug 


2Gnphlhu] Gifu wpfuh, tkd 
yun wnwfk qw jupuphû pip: be muûnt, 
Gu yunh pin fwqpwnmühu UÙ pln” 


-acknowledged and even seemingly royal grants - 


were in fact the recognition of the traditional status 
quo ante.!?? Moreover, a special office was created 


. tò give power in Armènia to the marzpan of Vrkan 


Smbat Bagratuni rather than tamper with the native 


. Armenian hereditary hierarchy by altering his >` 


position within it 12% Hence, an overall relatively 
tolerant policy of the Sasanian central adminis- 
tration towards its Armenian subjects can be, 
observed even through the prejudices of our two 
main native sources for the Vth century, as can the 
generally benevolent policy of Xusrô If at the end : 
of the Sasanian period. 12 





` qhipwfwljhep pwmp pun Uurgh ere 
oe quunin jG.” 


122 EP, IL, xcvi, p. 174-175 = EP*-T, p. 236-237, 
“the court nobility advised king Vałarš ... to give to 
Vahan Mamikonean the lordship of the Mamikoneans 
and the office of sparapet of Armenia, The king having 
willingly agreed ... They sat him in the rank of the lord 


‘of the Mamikoneank', and gave him, like his ancestors, 


the office of sparapet of Armenia. {pin phn 
wruqulin, mukh puquennhi Ywnqupzne .. muy 


Vuvdhynétäpt dubhubuy quipnep pe VurpynibGhg | 


u quyupuugbnniphif 2ujng- U pwgquinpi Ludur 
u uppny jwhdh wnbuwuy = puquhgnigubäthG qu h 
quhnr utpniphwdG Vudhknitpg, unihu, qiw: pun 
ophGp Ampibug pinag. uyupuubumphé lung 


wouunbpü:]." Although this is presented as a royal . | 


favour, the grant to Vahan of the lordship of the 


. Mamikonean and the office of sparapet are evidently the 


recognition and confirmation of his position as head of | 


“his family and of the hereditary office of the 


Mamikonean family, as the author himself admits. The 
same is true of the “lordship” (térut‘iwn) of the 
Kamsarakan. For the Mamikonean’s hereditary office of 
sparapet, see, inter alia, Garsoian 1985, §), p. 22-23 n. 
24b 


123 For the extraordinary office created for Smbat 
Bagratuni, who was never marzpan of Armenia though . 
he was granted overriding powers in its administrative 
capital, Duin, see n. 115 a$ well as, Gyselen 2002a and 


_ Garsoïan 2003. . | 
124 This benevolence arite itself not only in the -` 


honours showered by the king on his favourite Smbat . 

Bagratuni, see above nn. 104e, 109, 115, but in the 
building activity of the Katholikos Komitas in . 
VatarSapat, and in the Armenian reconstructions after : 
the Persian capture of Jerusalem, Ps.S, xxiv- xxxvii, 


oe P. 116-121 = Ps.S-T, p. 70-77. 
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